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“And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
_by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid” (Luke 2:8, 9). 


A modern shepherd with his flock in the Shepherds’ Fields, the traditional site of the 
angelic announcement of the Saviour’s birth. The town of Bethlehem is seen in the distance. 
The photograph here reproduced is an original sent to the Times by Dr. Thomas A. Lambie, 
and never before published. 
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A Christmas Hymn 


By Pau! Gerrard Jackson 


(Tune: Mendelssohn) 


OULS in whom a heavenly birth 
Bringeth Christ again to earth, 
Homes where He doth low abide 
Worship Him at Christmastide: 
Hail! Thou blessed, virgin-born 
Saviour of a world forlorn! 
Hail! Thou great Immanuel, 
Come to conquer death and hell! 


Angels on Thy natal night 

Filled the sky with song and light; 
“Peace on earth, to men good will!” 
Sang they then, and sing we still: 
Glory be to God above 

In the highest! He is love! 

His the power, His the grace, 
Strong to raise a fallen race! 


Hearts are stirred in deep desire; 
Faith, aflame with holy fire, 

Hope and Love, the constant three, 
Open wide the door for Thee: 

May Thy joy in us increase; 

Fill us with Thy lowly peace; 

Lord, in us Thy life renew 

Now, and all the glad year through! 


Me 
The Source of Joy at Christmas 


How can we approach Christmas 
once again with joyful hearts? Many 
family circles have been broken by war, 
There is perplexity in the church and in 
national and international government, 


frustration on foreign mission fields and 
much mental anguish for missionary 
leaders. Taxes and prices rise steadily, 
and the war in Korea seesaws back and 
forth, with Russian might behind the 
scenes causing every peace conference 
to break down. Buying and selling in 
the crowded city stores goes on under 
forced draft for weeks, amid tinsel and 
holly and the pathetic efforts of hired 
and tired Santa Clauses to make the 
children happy. No thoughtful grown 
person can ever again recapture the un- 
mixed thrill he felt as a child on Christ- 
mas eve and Christmas morning, for the 
hard facts of modern life are ever pres- 
ent. But let us not make the mistake 
of allowing these things to blind our 
eyes to the very great blessings we have 
in this land, or to cause us to forget the 
glorious Good News announced in Beth- 
lehem nineteen hundred years ago. Any- 
yne who wants a Bible can buy one and 
read it freely in America, and all may 
worship as they believe they ought to, 
without government interference. There 
is not yet any rationing of food and 
clothing and the real necessities of life. 
The old Christmas hymns and carols 
will ring out again, on street corners, 
in stores, banks, schools, and churches, 
and many of these proclaim the Gospel. 
And it is this message, at the very heart 
of the Christmas season and the Christ- 


< 


mas spirit, which alone can bring deep, 
lasting joy. Before He came, the angel 
said to Joseph, “And thou shalt call his 
name Jesus: for he shall save his people 
from their sins” (Matt, 1:21). When He 
came, the shepherds heard the heavenly 
announcement: “Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:10, 11). And He is coming again, 
for when He left this earth the angel 
said, “This same Jesus, which is taken 
up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ve have seen him go 
into heaven” (Acts 1:11) The salva- 
tion that He brought us through His 
sinless life and atoning death is from 
the guilt of the past, from the present 
power of the world, the flesh, and the 
Devil, and to redeem those who trust Him 
—body, soul, and spirit—for all eternity 
If we would know the deepest joy of 
His salvation. we must da as He did, 
and love righteousness and hate iniquity 
“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 
O God, is fer ever and ever: 
of righteousness is the sceptre of thy 
kingdom Thou hast loved righteous- 
ness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows” 
(Heb. 1:8, 9). 


a sceptre 
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The Mystery and Meaning of 
the Incarnation 


“The Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us” (John 1:14, R.V.). 


HOSE who trust, love, and serve 

| the Lord Jesus Christ give to Him 
the same adoration and obedience 

as they give to God, because He was 
truly God as well as truly man. He 
was the Word of God, the Word which 
“became flesh, and dwelt among us” 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the 
world” (Acts 15:18). 


























(John 1:14). He was not God joined 
to man or man joined to God, but at 
once God and man fused in one harmoni- 
ous whele. “I and my Father are one.’ 
said Christ, and the Jews to whom He 
addressed these words, were quick to 
perceive that He claimed equality with 
God. Jesus substantiated His claim by 
pointing to His astounding works, which 
none but God could do (John 10:30-33) 
When Thomas, in a spirit of adoration 
and worship, addressed his risen Lord 
as “my Lord and my God” (John 20:28), 
he was not rebuked: rather did Christ 
accept this homage as being due to Him. 

We are indeed in the presence of an 
unfathomable mystery, for “without con- 
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troversy great is the mystery of godli- 
ness; he was manifested in the flesh” 
(1 Tim, 3:16, R.V.). There are so many 
things beyond our comprehension in this 
present world. We use many things from 
which we derive much benefit and pleas- 
ure, such as electric light, power, the 
radio, television, which we do not under- 
stand. They are full of mystery, but 
they work, The turning of a switch 
turns darkness into light, fills a cold 
room with warmth, brings the voice of 
a preacher, the singers, the sweet strains 
of an orchestra, into our very room. If 
we refused to use anything that was 
mysterious, beyond our comprehension, 
how much we would miss! 

Great as is the mystery of God re- 
vealed in Christ Jesus, we accept it as a 
fact, and in so doing we find it solves 
many problems, brings untold good, 
turns our darkness into light, our misery 
into joy, our restlessness into peace, 
and in place of despair fills the life with 
hope. We know so very little about the 
nature of our own being that it would be 
folly, or worse, to attempt to draw aside 
the veil which hides from us the mys- 
tery of God manifested in Christ. We 
ean but accept by faith the revelation 
given to us in the Word. Such faith 
is not contrary to reason, but rather 
transcends it. Robert Browning says, in 
respect to knowledge beycnd proof, that 
we are to be thankful we possess it, 
and we are to make the best possible 
use of it. Of the mystery of the Incar- 
nation he says, “The acknowledgment of 
God in Christ accepted by thv reason, 
solves for thee all questions in the earth 
and out of it.” 

But why did God become man? Why 
is Christmas celebrated each year by 
millions of believers in reverence, ado- 
ration, and praise? There are those who 
affirm that Jesus of Nazareth came to 
show us what God is like; to set before 
us a noble example: to give us a noble 
system of ethics. If this were all that 
the first Christmas meant, then instead 
of being the gladdest day in human his- 
tory it would be the saddest. His life 
is so pure and spotless; His teaching so 
noble, beautiful, so searching, that it 
reaches down into the hidden thoughts, 
imaginations, desires, motives of the 
heart, and only reveals to us our own 
exceeding sinfulness and fills us with de- 
spair. Man needs something more than 
an example, a code of ethics. Paul rec- 
ognized the beauty, the goodness, and 
spirituality of God’s Commandments, 
but in themselves they were powerless 
to strengthen his weak will, to give 
him power to conquer self and sin. They 
brought condemnation and filled him 
with despair. The Law made him so 
deeply conscious of his sin and need, 
but could do nothing to meet his need. 
Even so, if Christ merely came to show 
us what God is like, what God requires 
of us, then our position becomes truly 
desperate and hopeless. 
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The New Testament consistently 
teaches that Christ came to do something 
infinitely greater than to reveal the ideal 
life we ought to live. The Apostle Paul 
reveals very clearly the twofold purpose 
of the Incarnation. He takes us back 
to the first Christmas Day when in the 
fullness of time “God sent forth his Son, 
born of a woman” (Gal. 4:4). At God's 
appointed time our Lord enters human 
origin on the side of its weakness and 
dependence. We are taken back to the 
manger in Bethlehem, where we see a 
Baby lying in His mother’s arms—God’s 
Son a human infant drawing His life 
from a weak woman. He was fully hu- 
man as well as fully divine. First, says 
Paul, Christ was born that He “might 
redeem” us (Gal. 4:5). He came to die 
for our redemption, “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 
1:15). In this sentence we are told sim- 
ply, briefly, why Christ was born on 
Christmas Day. Jesus came, primarily, 
to be the “Saviour of the world” (1 
John 4:14). Only by taking a human 
body and by the sacrifice of Himself 
could He atone for man’s sin and guilt, 
and thus make it possible for man to 
be forgiven, cleansed of all sin, justified 
in God’s sight. Salvation is now achieved, 
once for all, by the shedding of the 
precious blood of Christ. It is the fact 
of our redemption through Christ that 
causes us to rejoice not only at Christ- 
mastide but throuzhout the year. It is 
a cause for perennial joy and praise. 

Paul tells us of something else Christ 
achieved for us through His incarna- 
tion. He was sent forth not only to. re- 
deem us, but that we might also “receive 
the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:5). Be‘ore 
Christ came, none could with free soul 
lift their eyes to Heaven and say, “Abba, 
Father.” Men had great thoughts about 
God, high speculations. The Jews had 
learned imperishable truths concerning 
God’s unity, holiness, His majesty as 
Creator, and Lawgiver. They had named 
Him Almighty, but they were strangers 
to the thought of His Fatherhood in the 
sense revealed by Christ. The blessed- 
ness of a close and filial relationship 
with God, of being a son of God was 
inconceivable till revealed by Christ. It 
was Christ who taught His disciples to 
address God as their Father in Heaven 
(Matt, 6:9) and declared that all who 
received the Son would be given the 
right, the power, to “become the sons 
of God” (John 1:12). 

The Lord Jesus, by His redemptive act, 
was given the power to adopt us as sons, 
to bring us into the family, the house- 
hold of God. We have been adopted “as 
sons through Jesus Christ” unto God 
(Eph, 1:5). When we were forgiven 
through faith in Christ’s finished work 
on Calvary, there was implanted in us a 
filial consciousness. We knew we were 
indeed received by the Father, accepted 
as His sons. Receiving Christ as our 
Saviour we were stirred with a new 
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ecstatic impulse; a divine glow of glory 
and joy was kindled in our hearts, a 
voice not our own spoke within our 
hearts and our souls knew it as the voice 
of the Father, and that we were His 
blood-bought children. “Ged sent forth 


(Continued on page 1080) 








Notes on Open Letters 


How To Obtain Some 
of Alexander Whyte's Books 


In the leading lesson article for 
October 7 (issue of September 22), pas- 
tor J. C. Macaulay mentioned several 
books that are helpful in studying the 
life of Abraham. He said, “Of course 
you will not want to miss the chapter on 
Abraham in Alexander Whyte’s ‘Bible 
Characters.’” 

The following letter has since been 
received from P. J, Zondervan of the 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich.: 

We have just learned that in a re- 
cent issue, in some of your comments 
on the life of Abraham, the one mak- 
ing the comments graciously referred 
to the Whyte “Bible Characters” which 
we distribute in this country for Oli- 
phants of England. They told us that 
the writer of your article mentioned 
that these sets were only available in 
used book stores. We are happy to 
inform you that these sets are avail- 
able through all religious book stores 
at $15 per six-volume set. 

Dr. Alexander Whyte’s writings are 
exceptionally fine, in respect to both lit- 
erary style and spiritual content. It is 
always refreshing to read his essays on 
the personages in the Bible and in “Pil- 
grim’s Progress,” and Samuel Ruther- 
ford’s friends. (As far as the Editor 
knows, books in the last two groups are 
out of print.) 


sd 


Where the Light of the World 
Shines Through the Clouds 


(A telegram, Nov, 17, from Billy Graham 
in Greensboro, N. C.) 


IMPOSSIBLE TO CLOSE MEETING 


HERE. CONTINUING INTO SIXTH 
WEEK. GREATEST SPIRIT OF RE- 
VIVAL WE HAVE EVER EXPERI- 


ENCED SWEEPING ENTIRE AREA 
30,000 IN THREE SERVICES FRI- 
DAY NIGHT. 800 DECISIONS FOR 
CHRIST. WHOLE FAMILIES BEING 
CONVERTED. BUSINESSMEN AND 
CIVIC OFFICIALS GIVING PUBLIC 
TESTIMONIES. HUNDREDS OF COL- 
LEGE AND UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
COMING TO CHRIST. RELIVING 
DAYS OF FINNEY WITH CONVER- 
SIONS ON STREETS, IN STORES AND 
OFFICES. BELIEVE THIS TREMEN- 
DOUS ENCOURAGEMENT TO ENTIRE 
CHRISTIAN WORLD. PLEASE KEEP 
PRAYING, 
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ll. Witnesses of Christ's Birth 


How Mary and Joseph received the 


angelic announcement 


THE VIRGIN MARY 


O OTHER proof of the Incarna- 
N tion is so conclusive as that which 

came from her who was chosen to 
be the mother of our Lord. She, more 
than any other, was intimately asso- 
ciated with Him, 

It is interesting to compare the ques- 
tions of Zacharias and Mary. When 
Gabriel appeared to the former with the 
announcement of John’s birth, he re- 
plied, “Whereby shall I know this?” 
When the same angel came to Mary, 
telling her of the favor to be hers, she 
said, “How shall this be, seeing I know 
not a man?” The reply of Zacharias 
suggested doubt of all Gabriel had de- 
clared. Mary’s question, however, en- 
tertained no doubt as to her becoming 
the mother of such a child as Gabriel 
described. She did not understand the 
manner of its accomplishment, until 
Gabriel further explained the share of 
the Spirit in conception, 

Reverently and readily Mary ac- 
quiesced in the purpose of God. She 
knew there was nothing too hard for 
the Lord. She also knew that her repu- 
tation would be at stake, but no objec- 
tions were raised. Accepting the honor 
laid upon her, she humbly replied, “Be- 
hold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word.” 

Saluting Mary, Gabriel did not pray 
to her as a goddess. He recognized her 
saintly character and gave due recogni- 
tion to her fitness for the honor be- 
stowed upon her. The Roman Catholic 
Church falsely holds Mary as an object 
of worship, and someone to be prayed to. 
Catholics also affirm that Mary was “con- 
ceived without sin.” Yet she herself 
recognized the need of the Saviour she 
was about to bear, for in her Magnificat 
she sang, “My spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.” 

The marvel and majesty of the Incar- 
nation was emphasized by Gabriel in the 
remarkable words, “The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore 
also that holy thing which shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God” 
(Luke 1:35). Although chosen to be the 
Messiah’s mother, she never used the 
terms “sinless” and “immaculate” of her- 
self. She was only too conscious of her 
low estate. Thus it came about that 
within Mary, the Spirit laid hold of Deity 
and humanity, and fused them together, 
making possible the Lord Jesus, who 
came as the unique combination—the 
God-Man. 

In the overruling providence of God, 


It is not necessary to let the false 
teaching of the Roman Church con- 
cerning Mary take away from us the 
respect that is due her as a godly 
woman, or our admiration for her 
faith in God and complete submis- 
sion to Him. In this second install- 
ment of his series Dr. Lockyer writes 
of those who received the word from 
Heaven in faith and acted upon it. 








when Augustus decreed the taxing, Mary 
must needs be at Bethlehem, which the 
prophets had declared would be the 
birthplace of the promised Messiah. This 
poor virgin, of an obscure town, was 
reminded by Gabriel of the greatness of 
her first-born son, in that He was com- 
ing as the Son of the Highest and as the 
Messiah, with a Kingdom spiritual, uni- 
versal, and eternal in nature. 

Her faith in and surrender to God 
enabled her to accept the situation, and 
face the suspicion of Joseph and the 
world. As she visited Elisabeth and re- 
ceived her salutation, it must be noted 
that she did not say to Mary, “Blessed 
be thou above women”—only “among 
women.” The unusual honor thrust upon 
Mary by the Catholics is foreign to New 
Testament teaching. 

In the fullness of time Jesus was born 
of a woman; thus at Bethlehem began 
the atonement for Eden. “If woman was 
guilty of the world’s first sin, on her 


breast the Redeemer was nourished.” 
What a glorious song of praise was 
Mary’s! Honor, gratitude, and joy were 


all hers, as she declared that her Babe 
would put down the mighty from their 
seats. Before long, thrones of power, 
boasting of security, were to tremble be- 
fore Him, as He scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. 

How many things about the holy One 
to be born of her, uttered by angels and 
men, Mary kept in her heart and pon- 
dered over! Her musings continued not 
only through the months of pregnancy, 
but as long as Jesus tarried among men. 
Perhaps she did not fully understand at 
all times the import of Simeon’s proph- 
ecy that the birth of her Son would be 
a sword piercing her soul. As she gazed 
upon Christ dying at Calvary and heard 
Him say, “Woman, behold thy son!” then 
her heart was pierced with a sword. 
How poignant her grief must have been! 
But courageously Mary stood by the 
cross and did not waver in her allegiance 
to Him who was her Saviour-Son. 


RIGHTEOUS JOSEPH 


Joseph was present at the manger. He 
had every right to be there, even though 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


he was not the father of the One about 
to be born. His presence there wit- 
nessed to a severe test that had emerged 
triumphant. Mary was the pure young 
woman he had fallen in love with, and 
was about to make his wife, yet the 
Child she was about to bear would not 
be his. Seeing her “great with child,” 
without fanfare Joseph was minded to 
put her away. He never acted rashly 
with his espoused wife, although he was 
baffled by her condition. How this 
serves for all time as an example of 
godly wisdom and tender consideration 
for others! 

Perplexed, yet believing, he made no 
haste (Isa. 28:16). As a praying man 
he waited upon God, and his love for 
and patience with Mary were rewarded. 
God understood his mental difficulties 
and rewarded godly Joseph’s consci- 
entious attitude toward Mary by re- 
vealing His redemptive plan. God never 
fails those who carry their anxie- 
ties to Him. Joseph received a direct 
and distinct revelation from God, and at 
once his fears were banished. and his 
line of duty made clear. 

Tenderly he cared for his dear one as 
if the Child she was bearing were his 
own. He was overawed by the mystery 
of it all, that his beloved Mary had 
been chosen as the mother of the Lord, 
whom, as a devout Jew, he had eagerly 
anticipated. We can imagine how he 
superintended every detail of the nativ- 
ity. 

What holy thoughts must have filled 
the mind of Mary’s guardian! Where 
suspicion regarding Mary’s purity once 
lurked, strong faith now reigned as he 
looked into the lovely face of Mary’s 
Child. At last God’s promises had been 
fulfilled, and before him was the Babe 
through whom God’s covenants would 
be established! 

When it became necessary because of 
Herod's hatred to flee into Egypt, Joseph 
cared for Mary and her Child with rev- 
erent devotion until tidings came that 
Herod was dead, and that they could 
safely return to their own land. While 
a shroud of secrecy covers the thirty 
years that Christ spent at home, we can 
be sure of this, that between Jesus and 
Joseph there was an affection strong 
and deep. 

THe ANGELIC Host 

What a striking contrast the birth of 
Christ affords! Around Him impover- 
ished circumstances—above, the glorious 
and glad angelic host. While the multi- 
tude of the heavenly host, welcoming 
and witnessing Christ's birth, knew they 
could never share in all that His incar- 
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nation was to make possible, they yet 
proclaimed to a needy world the first 
Christmas carol. 

Paul reminds us that Christ as “God 
: manifest in flesh,” was “seen of 
angels” (1 Tim. 3:16). Peter also tells 
us that the angels stooped down to look 
into the amazing depths of grace re- 
vealed in the sufferings of Christ. But 
as angels they could only look and won- 
der. They could only see, but never 
share in the redemptive plan of God. 

In dealing with the angels as wit- 
nesses of Christ’s birth, we must discuss, 
first of all, the part Gabriel, the arch- 
angel, played in such a momentous event 
as that of the Ancient of Days becoming 
a babe. The same angel also appeared to 
Daniel (8:16), and now comes to Zach- 
arias and Mary on the same business. 
Gabriel did not act on his own initiative. 
He was sent by God on such a high com- 
mission. “The account which Gabriel 
gives of his own office should raise in 
our minds great searchings of heart,” 
says Bishop Ryle. “This mighty spirit, 
far greater in power and intelligence 
than we are, counts it his highest honor 
to stand in God’s presence and do His 
will. Let all our aims and desires be 
in the same direction.” 

The message Gabriel bore to Zacharias 
should have produced boundless joy. 
Instead, Zacharias was guilty of unbelief 
and his questionings resulted in heavy 
chastisement. Mary treated Gabriel 
somewhat differently. What a glorious 
account he gave of the One to be within 
her womb! Mary was overawed by the 
announcement. As a virgin, she rightly 
wondered how she could bear the Christ- 
Child, but Gabriel quickly silenced all 
questions as to the Incarnation by telling 
Mary that “with God nothing shall be 
impossible.” So, although “a wicked 
angel came to Eve. in order that, through 
her, man might be separated from God, 
a good angel came to Mary, that, through 
her, God might be united to men.” 

The first to herald the tidings that 
Christ was coming to save men, and who 
could praise God for such a provision, 
were the angels who had never sinned, 
and who needed no Saviour. The first 
hymn then, honoring Christ, came from 
9 multitude of the heavenly host. Thus 
the homage of anvels confirmed the faith 
of a godly remnant, who looked for re- 
demption in Israel. Angels, as we know, 
were to occupy prominence in the life 
and teaching of Him whom they knew 
before He was born, 

THe Lowty SHEPHERDS 

How fitting it was that the Good Shep- 
herd, who was coming to give His life 
for the sheep, first announced His birth 
to good shepherds watching over their 
flocks. As a heavenly revelation never 
comes to unprepared minds, but always 
to noble hearts, just as the loftiest peaks 
are always the first to hail the dawn, 
the shepherds were spiritually prepared 
for the news. They were in the habit 
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of meditating upon the prophetic Scrip- 
tures, so when the heavenly ambassadors 
came to them, they were ready to receive 
the message. 

Thus it was that the good tidings of 
the advent of “the Shepherd and Bishop 
of our souls” came to shepherds and, 
through the office they typified, to all 
men. The venerable Bede expressed it, 
“The angels of Heaven bring the glad 
tidings—not to the Scribes and Phari- 
sees at Jerusalem—but to shepherds 
keeping their flocks by night,” who im- 
mediately obeyed the heavenly cmmand- 
ment and told others of what had come 
to pass. 

To those of us who are under-shep- 
herds, there is much to learn from the 
conduct of these godly shepherds. Bishop 
Hocper’s counsel to those pastors he re- 
fers, to as “those godly and faithful 
prisoners which were taken together at 
prayer in a house in Bow Churchyard,” 


Why Christ Came 
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should be hid in the heart: “Read the 
second chapter of Luke, and there we 
shall see how the shepherds that watched 
their sheep all night, as soon as they 
heard that Christ was born at Bethle- 
hem, bye and bye must go to see Him. 
They did not reason nor debate with 
themselves who should keep the wolf 
from the sheep in the meantime, but did 
as they were commanded, and committed 
their sheep to Him whose pleasure they 
obeyed. Let us so do, now we be called: 
let us commit all other things unto Him 
that called us. He will take heed that 
all things shall be well. He will help 
the husband: He will comfort the wife 
He will guide the servants; He will keep 
the house. He will preserve the goods 
yea, rather than it should be undone, 
He will wash the dishes and rock the 
cradle. Cast, therefore, all your care 
upon God.” 
(To be continued) 


The Lord's own testimony concerning the purposes of His incarnation 


CON] ‘cron man spake like this man” 
(John 7:46) was the sponta- 
neous testimony of those who 
heard the preaching of Christ. “Never 
man came like this Man” may well be 
the testimony of those who read and 
know the Scripture record of the in- 
carnate Christ. No other person ever 
deliberately came into human history— 
only Christ did. He constantly spoke 
of His presence on this earth as His own 
willed coming. 

Preaching on the words, “The Son of 
man came,” Alexander Maclaren says: 
“It is our Lord’s habitual word about 
Himself. . . . He never but once speaks 
of Himself as being born. When 
Christ, out of the depths of His con- 
sciousness, said, ‘The Son of man came,’ 
He was teaching us that He lived before 
He was born, and that behind the natu- 
ral fact of birth there lay the supernat- 
ural fact of His choosing to be incarnated 
for man’s redemption. . . . Before the 
birth there was the coming, and Jesus 
was born because He willed to come” 
(“Sermons on Gospel of Matthew”). 

The Gospel records give us a number 
of the Lord’s own statements as to the 
purposes of His incarnation—as to why 
He came. We shall consider some of 
them. 

1. “For I came down from heaven, not 
to do mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me” (John 6:38). The Lord 
Jesus came to do the will of the Father. 
He knew what that will was. He was 
with the Father when it was made. He 
consented to it, and then in “due time” 
came down to accomplish it. Henry 
Drummond has said that the highest 
thing in life is to do the will of God. 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


It was the highest thing in the coming 
of Jesus Christ into humanity. He came 
into the world practically saying as 
much: “Wherefore when he cometh into 
the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offer- 
ing thou wouldest not, but a body hast 
thou prepared me: In _ burnt-offerings 
and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no 
pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written of 
me,) to do thy will, O God” (Heb, 10: 
5-7). To come here to do the will of 
God was the supreme delight of our 
Lord: “I delight to do thy will, O my 
God: yea, thy law is within my heart” 
(Psa, 40:8). Even though in the ac- 
complishment of that will it meant Geth- 
semane and Calvary, yet our Lord could 
say, “O my Father, if this cup may not 
pass away from me, except I drink it, 
thy will be done” (Matt, 26:42). 

The coming of the Lord Jesus to do 
the will of the Father brings blessing 
with it: “And this is the Father's will 
which hath sent me, that of all which 
he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last 
day. And this is the will of Him that 
sent me, that every one which seeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life: and I will raise him uJ 
at the last day” (John 6:39, 40). “By 
the which wil! we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all” (Heb. 10:10). 

Yes, Christ came to do the will of God: 
it was His meat, for He said, “My meat 
is to do the will of him that sent me. 
and to finish his work” (John 4:34). 


That will mightil~ affected the woman at 
the well, and it will affect you, if you 
believe in Him. 
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Lesson for December 23 


2. “Think not that I am come to de- 
stroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil” (Matt. 
5:17). Another purpose of the incarna- 
tion of Christ was to fulfill the Law 
and the Prophets completely. He added: 
“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be 
fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18). This means more 
than that He came in fulfillment of the 
Law and the Prophets. He came to fill 
them to the full; to fill them up to the 
brim. Immediately after the Lord had 
given this purpose of His incarnation, 
He explained it in the rest of Matthew 5. 
He showed the people that, though their 
scribes and Pharisees had kept and filled 
up the letter of the Law, they had not 
filled to the full its spirit. Paul, the 
Pharisee, is the leading illustration of 
this. In keeping the letter of the Law. 
he was “blameless”; but he needed the 
righteousness of Christ to keep its spirit: 
so he testifies in Philippians 3: 3-9, 

He came to fulfill all the types and 
shadows of the Law. He would not 
allow a type to lack its antitype nor a 
shadow to lack its substance. It is as 
though He said, in the beautiful words 
of Isaiah 34:16, “No one of these shall 
fail, none shall want her mate”: no type 
shall want its antitype, no prophecy its 
fulfillment. 

Christ became incarnate to make good 
the promises. He had them in mind 
when He said, “For that which concern- 
eth me hath fulfilment” (Luke 22:37, 
R.V.). He came to “confirm the prom- 
ises made unto the fathers” (Rom. 15: 
8). The key word of the Gospel of Mat- 
thew is “fulfilled.” It occurs about 
twelve times in the phrase “that it might 
be fulfilled.” They illustrate our Lord’s 
testimony that He came “to fulfil.” Of 
Christ’s incarnation, Matthew writes, 
“Now all this was done, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet” (Matt. 1:22). The 
Lord deliberately went to Capernaum 
and to His ministry there to fulfill proph- 
ecy: “And leaving Nazareth, he came 
and dwelt in Capernaum _.. that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
Esaias the prophet” (Matt. 4:13, 14). He 
came to His healing ministry “to fulfil” 
prophecy: “He cast out the spirits with 
a word, and healed all that were sick: 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, say- 
ing, Himself took our infirmities, and 
bare our diseases” (Matt. 8:16, 17, R.V.). 
He desired to remain unknown and un- 
heralded during His earthly ministry of 
healing that He might fulfill a prophecy: 
“And he healed them all: and charged 
them that they should not make him 
known: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by Esaias the prophet, say- 
ing, Behold my servant, whom I have 
chosen, . . . He shall not strive, nor cry; 


neither shall any man hear his voice in 
the streets” (Matt. 12:15-19). 


While on 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the cross, that “one jot or one tittle” 
might not fail of fulfillment, He said, 
“I thirst.” Have you noticed that the 
Lord said that to “fulfil” Scripture? 
“After this, Jesus knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that the scrip- 
ture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst” 
(John 19:28) Yes, He came to fulfill 
the Law and the Prophets, and to bear 
witness to them: “To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear witness 
unto the truth” (John 18:37). 

3. “For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). Here is another purpose of the 
Incarnation. Christ’s mission here was 
to seek and to save the lost. The story 
around those words is an illustration of 
that. Indeed, the Gospel of Luke is an 
illustration of it. Luke 15 contains what 
has been called “The Pearl of Parables.” 
It tells of the lost sheep, the lost silver, 
and the lost son, and of the seeking Sav- 
iour. For years I wondered why I was 
regenerated in my early teens. No 
Christian worker “led” me to Christ. I 
was all alone reading my Bible when I 
accepted Him. But some years later I 
read words which so aptly expressed my 
experience. They were these: 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 

Wandering from the fold of God: 

He, to rescue me from danger, 

Interposed His precious blood. 
—Robert Robinson, 


I knew then that He “sought me” out, 
led me to read a portion of the Bible 
full of Gospel] truth, and saved me. He 
is still the great seeker of souls. Look- 
ing out to the Gentile world, He said, 
“And other sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold: them also I must bring” 
(John 10:16). Paul Rader testified that 
it was not till he heard those words read 
by a missionary in China, with such an 
emphasis on the words, “J must bring,” 
that he learned their true significance, 
that the ascended Christ is still the 
Seeker and Saviour of the lost. 

4. “I am come that they might have 
life. and that they might have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10). A purpose 
of the incarnation of the Son of God, 
another reason why He came, is that be- 
lievers in Him might have life, abundant 
life. Death came in by sin: “Where- 
fore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned” (Rom. 5:12). Almost as soon as 
death began his reign (“death reigned 
from Adam to Moses,” Rom. 5:14), the 
Lord came to provide the way to life. 
That is the meaning of the presence of 
the Lord God in the Garden of Eden con- 
sequent upon the sin of disobedience. It 
is certain that the well-known words 
of Genesis 3:15 taught Adam the way to 
life, for it was after hearing and believ- 
ing the words of the First Gospel that 
Adam called his wife’s name “Life” 
(Gen. 3:20. Heb.). “It was an instance 
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of his faith in the word of God” (Mat- 
thew Henry). It was “a name suggestive 
of honor and hope, pointing to that eter- 
nal life which the woman’s Seed pro- 
cured” (Biblical Encyclopedia). 

I recently heard Mrs. Louis Evans 
(formerly Colleen Townsend) say at a 
Youth for Christ gathering, “Young peo- 
ple are looking for thrilling, exciting, 
abundant life.” Then she told how she 
thought she would find it in Hollywood 
Concerning that life she said, “There was 
nothing to it.” In Christ alone is th« 
true life, the abundant life. “God hatl 
given to us eternal life, and this life i 
in his Son. He that hath the Son hat! 
life: and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life” (1 John 5:11, 12). 
Years ago, while serving as a mission- 
ary in Japan, I was in a meeting well 
attended by Japanese, when a native 
Japanese preacher was speaking. His 
text that evening was, “I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” There sat in 
the audience a man who had hobbled 
in on a crutch. I well recall how the 
Japanese preacher, Dr. Aoki, emphasized 
the words, “Hofuna Seimei,” “abundant 
life.’ The man who hobbled in on his 
crutch took hold by faith of those words, 
“abundant life.” He was saved that eve- 
ning. His physician had given him up 
to die of a spinal affliction. He left that 
meeting healed in soul and body. He 
became my secretary in the work in 
Japan. Today (October 3), while writ- 
ing out this article in longhand, I re- 
ceived a letter telling me that this one- 
time crippled Japanese is pastor of a 
church, and effectively preaching and 
teaching the Word of God. 


5. “For even the Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). A purpose of the incar- 
nation of Christ, His own testimony as 
to why He came, was that He might give 
His “soul” (the Greek word here) as 
the ransom price of our redemption. The 
Gospels make much of this. They each 
end with a peculiar and special empha- 
sis on it. They are full and minute on 
the death of Christ. What does “ransom” 
mean? I first heard the word when a 
boy in London. An American mission- 
ary, Miss Ellen Maria Stone, had been 
kidnaped by brigands in Macedonia, 
September, 1901. All London was astir 
about it. I remember that the word went 
around that her captors demanded a 
great sum of money, $110,000, for her 
ransom. I learned then that a “ransom” 
is a price paid for the release of one in 
bondage. Sixty-five thousand dollars 
was collected, and Miss Stone and a 
companion were released. Our Lord 
gave Himself for our ransom from the 
bondage of sin. “When thou shalt make 
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see 
his seed, . . . he hath poured out his 
soul unto death” (Isa. 53:10, 12). It was 
the price of our redemption. “Who gave 
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himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time” (1 Tim, 2:6). 
There was no other good enough, 
To pay the price of sin— 
He only could unlock the gates 
Of Heav’n and let us in. 
This meant the pouring out of His pre- 
cious blood, “for it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul” (Lev. 
17:11). “In whom we have redemption 
through his blood” (Eph. 1:7). This 
word “redemption” is in Greek rooted 
in the word “ransom.” Praise God for 
the blood of Christ, which is the ransom 
price of our redemption. I recently saw 
this acrostic on grace: 
G od’s 
R iches 
At 
C hrist’s 
E xpense 
In the year 1618, Sir Walter Raleigh 
lay in the Tower of London awaiting 
execution. While there he wrote his 
famous poem, “My Pilgrimage.” In it 
are these words about the ransom-blood 
of Christ. 
Blood must be my body’s balmer— 
No other balm will be given— 
Whilst my soul, like quiet palmer, 
Travelleth toward the land of Heaven. 


And when the grand twelve-million jury 

Of our sins, with direful fury, 

*"Gainst our souls black verdicts give, 

Christ pleads His death, and then we live. 

I have given you a chain of Scriptures 
on the purposes of the incarnation of 
Christ, and in His own words. Each one 
is a deep mine of precious truth. Each 
contains more than I have had space to 
write about. May Jehovah-Jesus, who 
came down to the Garden of Eden to 
promise redemption, and who became in- 
carnate to carry it out, bless this Christ- 
mas message to your soul. 

“Christ came, who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen” (Rom, 9:5). 


SEATTLE, WASH, 


we 


The Mystery and Meaning of 
the Incarnation 
(Continued from page 1076) 


the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6; see 
Rom. 8:15). 


What a glorious privilege! What a 
singular blessedness! It fills the soul 
with wonder, love, and praise. It was 


with wonder that John exclaimed, “Be- 
hold, what manner of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God” (1 John 3:1). 
Because we are sons in Christ we are 
also “joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom, 8: 
17), and it is beyond all human compre- 
hension to realize the greatness, the 
blessedness of our inheritance. Not un- 
til we pass from this mortal scene shall 
we fully know and experience what are 
“the riches of the glory of his inheri- 
tance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). Have 
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we not every reason to be full of joy 
this Christmastide as we recall what the 
Incarnation has already meant to us, and 
as we think of the glorious future await- 
ing us when we pass forever into the 
presence of our Redeemer! 


% 


Children at Home 
|. “First-of-All’’ Christmas Gifts 


Founded on fact 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


OVELY as gay, tropical butterflies in 

their bright-colored saris, the girl 
pupils of a mission school in South India 
flitted about their dormitories on the 
closing day of their school year. All 
over the compound, rickshaws, jutkas, 
tongas, and even bullock carts, with 
their tinkling bells, were waiting to 
start these happy students on their home- 
ward journeys for the Christmas holi- 
days. 

Only the usually merry, twelve-year- 
old Sarla was gloomy. Ever since she 
received her last home letter, she had 
been a sad-faced little girl. It was not, 
however, till she came to bid Miss Emery, 
the headmistress, good-by, that she ex- 
plained what was troubling her. Half 
weeping, she simply said, “I love you 
and this school, but I’m never coming 
back here.” And, quickly turning, she 
joined her waiting ayah. 

“Why is she never returning?” Miss 
Emery wondered. Then, recalling that 
Sarla’s parents were Hindus, she sadly 
told herself, “It must be they’re afraid 
she’ll give up worshiping idols, if she 
remains among us Christians.” 

Hardly had the last pupil left for 
home, when, in place of the magnifi- 
cently colored clouds, which for weeks 
had been billowing up out of the east, 
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great, gray, wind-swept ones went racing 
across an angry sky. And Miss Emery 
knew this meant that the fierce, latter 
monsoon was about to break in her part 
of India, and she must hurry away to 
escape it, 

At once she started for the plains, 
where fragrant, starlike oleander blos- 
soms, and crimson bougainvillaea, and 
golden wreaths of jasmine already were 
announcing that the brilliant Oriental 
Christmas season was at hand. 

It was late afternoon when Miss Em- 
ery arrived at a railway station in 
Madras. As she and a group of her 
friends stood chatting, while waiting 
for their train, the station hostess ap- 
peared. ‘“Memsahib,” she said to Miss 
Emery, “a lady in our purdah room has 
heard about you and wants to see you. 
Will you kindly go to her?” 

“T'll be glad to go,” Miss Emery re- 
plied, and followed the attendant into 
the private waiting room, where a hand- 
somely dressed Indian lady graciously 
greeted her. 

“It is most kind of you to come to me, 
a stranger.” she said. “My daughter 
here recognized your voice as you were 
talking outside with your friends. She 
told me that you are her teacher, and 
wanted me to meet you.” 

Before her visitor could reply, “Miss 
Emery!” came an eager, trembling voice, 

“Sarla!” exclaimed her teacher. Then 
turning to her hostess, she said, ‘ Yes, 
I am Sarla’s teacher, and I am wonder- 
ing why she is not returning to our 
school.” 

“Aiyyo! did she not tell you? She is 
soon to marry a young Hindu man, and 
her father and I are taking her home for 
the ceremony. See, I have here her 
trousseau which we have been selecting 
for her.” 

(Continued on page 1093) 


The Gift of Christmas Carols 


Christmas gifts of song inspired by God's unspeakable gift of His Son 


S WE sing the Christmas carols, or 

hear them flung into the air by 
radio, how seldom do we pause to think 
about the origin of these beautiful gifts 
so freely given to mankind by the in- 
spired souls of the world. 

Could Phillips Brooks, watching 
through the long, lonely hours of that 
night in Bethlehem, at the Church of 
the Nativity, near the hallowed spot 
where Christ was born, ever realize how 
far-reaching. would be the inspiration 
which welled up in him that night, later 
to become, “O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem”? So deep and lasting was the 
impression, and so vivid was the mem- 
ory of each detail in. his heart after 
three long years, that, when his Sunday 
school asked him for a Christmas hymn, 


By MARIE E. CHARONNAT 


he wrote this beautiful one. Lewis H. 
Redner, the church organist, set it to 
music. Little did Phillips Brooks dream 
that that hymn would some day wing 
its way around the earth on the magic 
waves of radio, bringing to peoples 
everywhere the beauty and the serenity 
of Bethlehem that captured him that 
night. 

Nor could Joseph Mohr, going on an 
errand of mercy to visit a dying parish- 
ioner, know that this unselfish deed 
would lead him to compose one of the 
most beautiful hymns. Returning from 
his visit, high in the Alps, the lights of 
a little town below him flickered across 
the snow. The peace, the beauty of that 
night sang in his heart, and the words 
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Lesson for December 23 


“Silent Night, Holy Night” welled up 
in his soul, 

The next morning he went to the home 
of his friend, schoolmaster Franz 
Gruber, and told him the words. Franz 
was delighted with the words, and set 
them to music. That night, Christmas 
Eve, he played the melody on his guitar 
while Joseph sang the words, and the 
peop'e were as moved as we are today, 
for during the Christmas season, from 
the far north to the sunny south, from 
mountaintops to lowly valleys these soul- 
stirring words of “Silent Night” ring out. 

Dr. Edmund Sears, who composed “It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear,” has given 
us an inspiring gift in this hymn. He 
wrote it as a poem, but the next year 
Richard S. Willis set it to music that we 
sing today. We cannot listen to nor 
sing this song without seeing that angel 
host “bending near the earth, to touch 
their harps of gold.” 

Mrs. Alexander, wife of the Bishop of 
Derry, Ireland, was a sweet, retiring 
woman who liked to write hymns and 
poems. Little did she think, though, 
when she wrote “Once in David’s Royal 
City.” that this would become one of 
the best loved of all the Christmas 
hymns. 

Quiet, little Isaac Watts contributed 
another beautiful gift for Christmastide 
in his uplifting hymn, “Joy to the 
World.” All over the earth, wherever 
Christian missionaries have trod, this is 
one of the songs the natives love to sing, 
either in English, or in their own native 
tongue, for it has been translated into 
many languages and is beloved by all 
peoples. 

Henry W. Longfellow wrote many 
poems, but he also gave us a lovely 
Christmas gift in the song, “I Heard the 
Bells.” Frederic F. Bullard composed 
very appropriate music, and if you lis- 
ten you can hear the bells, and the last 
four measures are from a very old, but 
very beautiful amen. 

When we sing “Hark, the Herald An- 
gels Sing,” we think of the great man 
who composed this beautiful hymn. He 
was none other than Charles Wesley, 
brother of John Wesley, who founded 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 
many climes, under many conditions, this 
hymn has been sung, and when it 
is flung out on the air, people listen. 
almost unconsciously, then hum. this 
beautiful melody broadcast during the 
Christmas season, 

We could not leave these beautiful 
Christmas gifts of hymns without men- 
tioning the favorite of all children, 
“Away in a Manger.” Martin Luther 
loved music. He was the first to have 
congregational singing. Long before the 
Christmas season he and his wife and 
children practiced Christmas hymns. He 
wrote many hymns, and to him is ac- 
credited the sweet, appealing “Away in 
the Manger,” which, it is said, he wrote 
for his little sons, Hans, whom he adored, 
At least, he sang it to Hans. We are 
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glad he did, for we could willingly say 
that this hymn has touched the hearts 
of more children than any other, and 
has been a truly great gift to them. 

To all these inspired composers of 
hymns and their melodies which have 
enriched our lives we say, “Thank you,” 
for these, indeed, are invaluable gifts 
at Christmastide. 

N. HoLLywoop, CALIF, 


¥ 


Your Sunday School 
Christmas Service 
HREE separate services, all prepared 
by Mary Brainerd Smith, are avail- 


able for use in your Sunday school this 
year. They are, “Good Gifts and Perfect 
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Gifts”; “Make His Praise Glorious”; and 
“The Christmas Command.” In con- 
venient four-page folder form familiar 
to Sunpay ScHooL TIMEs readers, these 
Christmas programs contain responsive 
readings for the entire school and for 
departmental groups, recitations for va- 
rious departments, and original hymns 
set to familiar hymn tunes, so that no 
special rehearsals for the school are 
needed. 

These Christmas services may be had 
at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred. 
Since the quantities are limited, you 
will want to write promptly in order 
to avoid disappointment. Just address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, stating which 
of the services you desire, and the num- 
ber of copies. 


The Meaning of the Angel’s Message 


HE angelic host on Bethlehem’s fields 

sang “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” It might be paraphrased, “Give 
all glory to the Highest God for what 
He is doing and His message to the 
world is: I am sending My peace to 
earth in the person of My beloved Son. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, is an evidence of My good will 
to all men on the earth, and especially 
to men who have the good will to re- 
ceive Him.” 

The shepherds said, “Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which has come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us.” “And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a man- 
ger.” I love that word, “with haste.” 
I think I see them running up Bethle- 
hem’s hill with panting breath as quickly 
as ever they could travel, with their 
shepherds’ garments blown out behind 
them by their speed and by the western 
prevailing wind which at this time of 
year was in their faces. 

But what happened to the sheep? Did 
they all run away, for sheep cannot 
be hurried up a hill in the dark? 

I think that in America and Britain 
we do not realize the relationship that 
exists between the Palestine shepherd 
and the sheep, and the utter reliance 
that the sheep have in their shepherd, 
and the docility of the sheep. All that 
a shepherd has to do with a small flock 
of sheep is to catch them -by their fleeces 
and turn all the heads together, mak- 
ing a circle. The flock will stand like 


that perhaps for hours, peaceful and 
quiet and obedient, content to await the 
will of the shepherd. Perhaps, the shep- 
herds of long ago did something like 
that, putting the heads of the sheep to- 
gether with a pat on each head, leaving 
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their dog to watch. or perhaps the owner 
of the sheep had a half grown lad that 
could stay with them. I have noticed 
that the sheep know the shepherd, and 
they also know his son. 

Winter is when the lambs are borne 
and it might have been, although it was 
not likely, that there was snow on the 
ground. We seldom see snow in Decem- 
ber. Eastern Christmas follows the old 
calendar and is two or three weeks, or 
even more, later than our Christmas. 
The probability that there might be 
snow on this later date would be greatly 
increased. In 1949, we had a heavy snow 
in January. 

The shepherds left their flocks, and at 
this time of year the ewes were lambing 
or were about to lamb, and in the man- 
ger the shepherds saw “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the 
world”—that precious Lamb of God. 

The shepherds saw the light, they 
heard the angels’ chorus and the Good 
News of the birth of the King. They 
heard, they were glad, and they came 
and worshiped. 

Herod also heard the Good News of the 
King, but was filled with bitter wrath 
and sent out to murder Him. 

So today we hear the angel’s message. 
Heaven's message, and our whole future 
life depends upon how we receive that 
message and how we act upon it. Does 
it indeed enter into our hearts to cleanse 
and purify? Does it indeed fill us with 
high resolve and noble purpose to go 
out and tell others of that same message 
of Good News? Does it lead us to go to 
the ends of the earth for those who have 
not yet heard that message? Does the 
message mean that He is all in all to us 
for time and for eternity? May it mean 
that to you. 

BETHLEHEM, HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF 

THE JORDAN, 


i (til 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 12. DECEMBER 23. THE PROMISE FULFILLED IN CHRIST (Christmas) 
Luke 1 and 2; printed text, 1:46-55; 2:1-7 
Golden Text.—His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty Sad, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 


increase of his government and peace there shall 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 1:46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed. 

49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and 
holy is his name. 

50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation 
to generation. 

51 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered 
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree. 

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the 
rich he hath sent empty away. 

54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy; 

55 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his 


no end.—Isa. 9:6, 7 


Chap. 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Cesar Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. 

2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judza, unto the city of David, which is 
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage 
of David: ) 

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 
with child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 
there was no room for them in the inn. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





seed for ever. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

HRISTMAS is a time of song. Even 
i among the ungodly, a Christmas 

celebration would not be complete 
without the Christmas carols. I heard 
the other day of a large concern whose 
employees regularly held a Christmas 
party, which consisted of singing carols, 
eating, and passing drinks. We deplore 
the mixture. The world has played 
havoc with our great Christian festival, 
but at least there is a vague realization 
that the coming of Christ into the world 
is something to rejoice in and sing about. 
We who know Him know why! 

The first Christmas was ushered in 
with song, and it is interesting that Luke 
is the one who has recorded that aspect 
of the great event for us. Tradition as- 
cribes to Luke two artistic gifts besides 
that of writing, namely, painting and 
music. He is credited with a painting 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus, said to 
have been found in Jerusalem by 
the Empress Eudoxia, about A.D. 400. 
Whether or not he was a musician, the 
cadences of his language suggest a mind 
which loved balance, and rhythm, and 
harmony. He has preserved for us the 
first great Christian hymns, which en- 
titles him to be called the father of 
Christian hymnody. These four are gen- 
erally called the Magnificat (Luke 1:46- 
55), the Benedictus (vs. 68-79), the Glo- 
ria in Excelsis Deo (chap. 2:14), and the 
Nunc Dimittis (vs. 29-32). These names 
are the first words of the hymns in the 
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Latin version. Mary’s own song is first, 
sung when she entered the loving sanc- 
tuary of Elisabeth’s home, where her 
condition was understood by revelation 
of the Spirit (chap. 1:41-43). It is a 
beautiful scene—the meeting of these 
two women, both chosen vessels, lifted in 
the fellowship of their wonderful secret 
to an almost ecstatic experience, as they 
together offered praise to God. The Ro- 
man church calls Mary the Sorrowful 
Mother (Mater Dolorosa), and it is true 
that a sword pierced her soul (chap. 2: 
35), but the Magnificat reveals a woman 
full of the joy of the Lord. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 1:46.—“My soul doth magnify the 
Lord.” Mary’s visit to her older kins- 
woman had doubtless some connection 
with the problem which her condition 
created (Matt. 1:18, 19), but instead of 
weeping on Elisabeth’s shoulder, she 
breaks into praise. 

Verse 47.—“And my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour.” While “soul” 
and “spirit” are distinguished in many 
Scriptures (e.g., Heb. 4:12), they are 
synonymous here. Mary sings from the 
depths of her being. And she acclaims 
God as her “Saviour,” a hard blow at 
the doctrine of immaculate conception. 

Verse 48.—“Low estate . . , blessed.” 
Mary was one of the lowly of this world, 
yet God’s remarkable grace to her 
has given her lasting recognition as 
supremely blessed. 

Verse 49—‘“For he ... hath done... 
great things.” Mary’s blessedness is not 
in anything of her own doing, but in the 


work of God. Therefore His name, 
rather than hers, is to be held in rever- 
ence. 

Verse 50.—“‘And his mercy is on them 
that fear him.” The song now passes 
from the personal to the general. To 
hold God in true reverence is to know 
his merciful kindness. 

Verse 51.—‘He hath shewed strength 

. . he hath scattered the proud.” In the 
choice of a lowly virgin like herself for 
the Saviour’s birth, Mary sees the begin- 
nings of the overthrow of the world’s 
order of greatness, and speaks of that 
whole process as an accomplished fact. 
Christ is the man of God’s right hand, 
by whom the proud antagonists are 
worsted in battle. 

Verse 52.—“He hath put down the 
mighty ...” The great reversals effected 
by Christ. Worldly greatness means 
nothing in His Kingdom. See Luke 14: 
11; 1 Corinthians 1:26-29. 


Verse 53.—“He hath filled’ the hungry 

. the rich he hath sent empty away.” 
The sense of need is a prerequisite to 
the blessings of Christ. See Matthew 
5:6; Revelation 3:17. 

Verse 54.—‘He hath holpen his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy.” 
The song now strikes the national note. 
God’s help to Israel is not because of 
Israel’s righteousness, but flows from His 
own mercy. So in salvation (Titus 3: 
4,5). “Holpen” is an obsolete form of 
the verb “to help.” 

Verse 55—“To Abraham, and to his 
seed for ever.” Puta parenthesis around 
“as he spake to our fathers,” then read 
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Lesson for December 23 


“in remembrance of his mercy .. . to 
Abraham.” The sending of the Lord 
Jesus was in fulfillment of the covenant 
made with Abraham, “an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and 
sure.” 

Chap. 2:1—“A decree from Caesar Au- 
gustus.” God moved the Roman Empire 
in order to have His Son born in the 
place appointed, Bethlehem (Mic, 5:2). 

Verse 2.—“When Cyrenius was gover- 
nor of Syria.” See under “Topics for 
Development.” 

Verse 3—‘“‘And all went . . . into his 
own city.” Doubtless an accession to 
Jewish prejudice, to take the sting out 
of a Roman census. 

Verse 4—“And Joseph ulso went up 

unto the city of David.” So not 
only the Roman census, but the method 
used as an appeasement of the Jews, 
worked out God's purpose. 

Verse 5.—“To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife.” For “taxed” read “en- 
rolled.” It is uncertain whether the law 
required Mary to accompany Joseph, but 
the circumstances demanded it. Mat- 
thew’s account seems to suggest the in- 
tention to remain in Bethlehem (2:7, 11, 
13, 16, 22). It was at least sixty miles 
from the gossips of Nazareth. 

Verse 6.—“While they were there, the 
days were accomplished.” Another case 
of God’s perfect timing. 

Verse 7.—‘“Laid him in a manger: be- 
cause there was no room.” While we 
use this as a text on the sin of rejecting 
Christ, we must not conclude that the 
innkeeper was a wicked, hard-hearted. 
Christ-rejecting man. He doubtless did 
his best for the needy couple. The man- 
ger-bed was the “sign” for the shep- 
herds (v. 12). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

We are so accustomed to think of the 
high privilege that was Mary’s in being 
chosen to be the mother of cur Lord, and 
of the divine sanctity of the virgin con- 
ception, that we seldom stop to consider 
the trial which it brought to Mary. Who 
woul? ever believe or understand her 
secret? It needc d special revelation from 
Heaven to assure Joseph, her betrothed 
husband. She knew that she must be 
an object of scorn, misunderstanding, 
and calumny, and to her fine and sensi- 
tive soul it must have been a sharp and 
bitter grief. Nevertheless, she was so 
enabled to look away from the earthly 
side of things to the heavenly, that in- 
stead of bemoaning her lot, she gave 
her. if to song, magnifying the name of 
the Lord. Notice, too, that her song 
does not dwell on the honor that has 
come to her. That is only menticned 
once, and in a most humble manner (v. 
48). Her song is of the Lord and His 
wonderful works. So we can learn from 
the Magnificat two lessons: to look at 
eterna! values and not dwell upon pres- 
ent grief (2 Cor. 4:17, 18); not to dwell 
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Last Week's Lesson 
1l. December 16.—-The Conquest of 
Canaan Joshua 1 to 11 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 30.—The People Make 
Their Choice Joshua 23 and 24 








upon honors and privileges, but to as- 
scribe all glory to God. 

As we read Luke’s account of the cen- 
sus, and the journey to Bethlehem, and 
the crowded inn, and the humble birth, 
let us keep in mind that we are reading 
about the greatest event in all history, 
and the greatest mystery of the ages. 
Put over against these seven verses the 
words from John: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God... . And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.” Or, as the Apostle Paul 
states it, “Great is the mystery of god- 
liness: God was manifest in the flesh” 
(1 Tim. 3:16). No worder the Roman 
Empire was moved to serve such a di- 
vine purpose, all unconsciously. When 
God has a purpose to perform, Heaven 
and earth and hell itself become His 
servants. Then, too, God’s greatest works 
are not done in a blare of trumpets 
and a scene of magnificence. His Son 
was born in a stable and cradled in a 
manger. 


Topics for Development 

The Magnificat. This first “Christian 
hymn is worth more study than most 
give it. It is the song of a devout Hebrew 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HY can Luke be called the father 
of Christian hymnody? 


2. What four great hymns were in- 
spired by the coming of Christ? 

3. To what Old Testament song has 
the Magnificat been compared? 


4. What striking difference is there be- 
tween the Old Testament song referred 
to and Mary’s song? 

5. What is the Roman Catholic dogma 
of the immaculate conception? 


6. What is there is Mary’s song which 
refutes the doctrine of the immaculate 
conception? 

7. Why was it necessary to bring Mary 
to Bethlehem? 

8. What was Joseph’s reason for bring- 
ing Mary to Bethlehem? 

9. How did Joseph become reconciled 
to marry Mary in the condition in which 
she was found? 

10. What means did God use for bring- 
ing about the birth of Jesus in Bethle- 
hem? 

(Answers on page 1092) 
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woman steeped in the lore and language of 
the Old Testament. It has often been 
compared with the song of Hannah, the 
mother of Samuel (1 Sam. 2:1-10), and 
there are real similarities of expression, 
but there is a note in Hannah's song 
which is happily missing in the Magnifi- 
cat—the note of proud triumph over a 
bitter rival. Here we have only sweet 
humility and praise. She calls herself 
the slave-maid of the Lord in the same 
breath in which she mentions the hap- 
piness which all generations will ascribe 
to her She sees in the birth of her 
Son the beginning of the process of di- 
vine reversals, when the world’s great- 
ness will come to nothing, and God’s 
obscure ones will be great in His King- 
dom. She sees all this as a fulfillment 
of God's covenant promises to Abra- 
ham, for it is in Christ that all nations 
of the earth are blessed (Gen. 22:18). 
Altogether it is a song of deep spiritual 
insight. 
The Census, Two generations ago the 
critics misunderstood Luke on three 
points. There never had been such a 
Roman census; Cyrenius was not gover- 
nor of Syria till A.D. 6, too late for the 
birth of Christ; a Roman census would 
not have called men to their ancestral 
home, but would have been taken on 
the spot. Now the critics are shown by 
archaeological discoveries to have been 
wreng. Caesar Augustus established a 
revular census each fourteen years. 
Cvrenius was twice governor of Syria, 
the first time within the period reckoned 
for the birth of Christ: and there were 
other occasions when Rome made such 
concessions to national pride, as in 
Egypt in A.D, 104. The Bible wins every 
time. See J. P. Free, “Archaeology and 
Bible History,” p. 285. (Van Kampen 
Press, 222 E. Willow, Wheaton, IIl., $5.) 
Outline of the Lesson 
The Song of Mary 

. The personal element (Luke 1: 46-48), 

. The general element (vs. 49-53). 

3. The national element (vs. 54, 55). 
The Birth of Jesus 

1. An imperial decree (chap. 2:1-3). 

2. A domestic situation (vs. 4, 5). 

3. A divine event (vs. 6, 7). 


| 


Personal Applications 

When you face a difficult situation, 
look up, and sing. 

Let your song magnify the Lord, not 
yourself, 

Song comes with the Saviour. 

Caesar's decree only serves the eternal 
decree. 

Don’t worry; God has not run out of 
resources! He can still move empires. 

What accommodation have you pre- 
pared for Jesus: the stable or the throne 
room? 
Golden Text 

Isa. 9:6, 7.—“His name , . , no end.” 


Recite this over the manger of Bethle- 
hem, then over the cross of Calvary; 
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then repeat it with your eyes on the 
throne above, and once more as you 
think of His coming again. By that 
time you will be ready with a Magnificat 
of your own. 
WHEATON, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTteD Hymns 


“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
“Joy to the World!” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy, Heavenly Father, whose love gave 
Christ to be our Saviour, we bless Thee 
for Him and the great blessings of par- 
don, peace, and new life He brings to 
those who receive Him. As we think of 
His coming to Bethlehem’s manger and 
His going on to Calvary’s cross, may our 
hearts glow warm with love to Thee and 
Thy dear Son. May He be first in our 
Christmas festivities, and may they be 
worthy of Him. Make us concerned for 
those who never heard the Gospel story, 
and show us how we each may best help 
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spread the knowledge of the Saviour to 
all people. Bless our missionaries and 
all preachers and teachers of Thy Word. 
Cause many hearts to open to Jesus 
Christ this day. Remove from us all 
that is unworthy of our Lord, that His 
government of our lives may extend to 
every part of our being, to every depart- 
ment of our lives, to every circumstance 
and situation in which we may be placed. 
To lives overcast by sorrow, sickness, 
or sin, grant such mercy as they need 
and Thy delivering power. And may 
He who came long ago to be our Sav- 
iour soon return to be earth’s righteous 
King. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—I suppose all of us 


have started to read a gripping story 
and, after getting into its early chapters, 





“*His Government and Peace” 


FOR PEACE IN THE SOUL 
PUT CHRIST CONTROL 











have turned to the end to see how the 
story comes out. That is what we have 
done today. Eleven weeks back we read 


WORSE THAN BETHLEHEM'S CLOSED DOOR / 





“There was 


NO ROOM 


-*-in the inn” 
CLK. 23 7.) 
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The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. 


He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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of Abraham’s call and of God’s promise 
to make of him a great nation through 
whom all families of the earth should be 
blessed. We have since covered other 
early chapters of Israel’s story up to 
Joshua’s day. But today we turn to the 
back of the Book to see how the story 
works out at the end, how the promise 
to Abraham was at last fulfilled, and we 
find it fulfilled in the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. By Him are all the families of 
the earth blessed. 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns, 

The prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blessed. 

What a day of days it was when the 
lowly Mary brought forth her first-born 
son and laid Him in a manger! God had 
been working toward that great moment 
through all the centuries since He called 
Abraham. For the coming of the Mes- 
siah every godly Israelite longed and 
prayed. Yet when He came there was 
no room for Him in the inn. He was 
crowded out at His birthplace. 
many homes in this land this week there 
will be merry celebrations of Christmas 
with Christ Himself crowded out. In 


the lives of the merrymakers other 
things crowd Him out. With them 
Christmas will be more pagan than 


Christian and Santa Claus more real than 
Jesus Christ. Let it not be that way 
with us. Whatever else must go, let us 
make room for Christ in our hearts, 
that not only Christmas, but every day 
may be lived as in His presence and 
for His glory. Thus putting our lives 
under His sway, of us our Golden Text 
will come true, “Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no 
end.” 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
nd 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour” (Luke 1:47).—Attention 
cannot be called too often to the fact 
that the blessed virgin Mary did not call 
the Lord a Saviour, nor the Saviour, nor 
our Saviour, but “my Saviour.” The 
use of the personal pronoun, possessive 
case is the language of faith. The Holy 
Scriptures know nothing of the immac- 
ulate conception of Mary. She was con- 
scious of her need of a Saviour, and she 
found Him in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Part of the message of the angel to the 
shepherds was: “Unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord.” They had had pa- 
triarchs, prophets, kings, and a Law- 
giver, but they needed a Saviour, a de- 
liverer. He has come! Now all may 
have Him, by the exercise of personal 
faith in Him. “The Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world” (1 John 
4:14). “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name 
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under heaven given among- men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Bible translators often have very diffi- 
cult times finding words in foreign lan- 
guages to represent the various offices 
of the Lord Jesus. For example, the 
Eskimos had no word equivalent to our 
word “Saviour.” For a long time a 
translator couldn’t even discover that 
they had any direct notion of such a 
Friend. But one day he asked, “Does 
it not happen sometimes when you are 
out fishing that a storm arises and some 
of you are saved and others lost?” They 
said, “Oh, yes, very often!” “But it also 
happens that you are in the water, and 
owe your safety to some friend who 
stretches out his hand to save you?” 
“Very frequently.” “Then what do you 
call that friend?” In answer they gave 
a word in their language which was im- 
mediately put into their Testament; and 
ever after it was clear and intelligible 
to them. 

Guilty, vile, and helpless, we; 

Spotless Lamb of God was He; 

“Full atonement!” can it be? 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 

“As he spake to our fathers, to Abra- 
ham, and to his seed for ever”: (Luke 1: 
55).—It is both interesting and instruc- 
tive to notice that Mary in her divinely 
inspired song realized that the coming 
of her child was to be the fulfillment of 
God’s unconditional promise to Abraham, 
It was not anything Israel had earned 
under the covenant of Law. 

In due time the Saviour Himself said, 
“Did not Moses give you the law, and 
yet none of you keepeth the law?” (John 
7:19.) 

How profoundly thankful we believers 
should be that we are made partakers 
of the divine nature by the “exceeding 
great and precious promises”—not by 
the measure of our obedience to the Law! 
We should all be like the dear man who 
said, “I believe the promises of God 
enough to venture an eternity on them!” 

Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 

When the howling storms of doubt and 

fear assail, 

By the living word of God I shall prevail, 

Standing on the promises of God. 

“A decree from Caesar Augustus” 
(Luke 2:1).—God often uses the great 
ones of earth, all unconscious to them- 
selves, for the accomplishing of His 
plans. This decree of Augustus was not 
carried out until Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria—just the right time for Joseph 
and Mary to go to Bethlehem—where 
prophecy stated that the Messiah should 
be born (Mic. 5:2). 

Although, as we have said, God often 
uses the great ones of earth to bring 
about conditions which pave the way 
for the fulfilling of His predictions, it is 
singular how few such characters put 
faith in God’s Word. 

Take the exceedingly important mat- 
ter of the Saviour’s birth, for an ex- 
ample. The great ones in Jerusalem did 
not manifest the least interest in what 
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transpired at Bethlehem until about two 
years afterward. When the Wise Men 
from the East questioned them, they had 
to be courteous and answer their ques- 
tions. But not one of them offered to 
accompany the Wise Men; neither did 
they appoint a delegate from among 
themselves to go along. They seemed to 
be interested, but the Holy Spirit who 
knows the motives and thoughts of all 
reveals the sad fact that their interest 
sprang from a desire to kill the holy 
Child! 

When the angel delivered his joyous 
message, it was to the shepherds who 
were doing night duty—very humble and 
unknown men. Someone has even called 
them “nobodies!” 

“IT am by birth,” said a converted 
Hindu, when addressing a number of his 
countrymen, “of an insignificant and con- 
temptible caste, so low, that if a Brah- 
man should chance to touch me, he must 
go and bathe in the Ganges for the 
purpose of purification; and yet God has 
been pleased to call me not only to a 
knowledge of the Gospel but to the high 
privilege of teaching it to others. My 
friends, do you know the reason for 
God’s conduct? It is this: if God had 
selected a learned Brahman and made 
him the preacher, bystanders might 
have said it was the amazing learning 
of the Brahman and his great weight of 
character that made him a fruitful soul- 
winner. But now, when anyone is con- 
vinced by my instrumentality, no one 
thinks of ascribing praise to me, and 
God, as is His due, has all the glory.” 


“His name shall be called Wonderful” 
(Isa. 9:6).—How appropriate! For He 
is wonderful in His deity, His incarna- 
tion, His words, His works, His death, 
His burial, His resurrection, and in His 
exaltation. 

A little boy who was telling the Christ- 
mas story to his mother, as he told of 
the shepherds and the angel of the Lord 
and the heavenly glory that shone round 
about them, said: “The shepherds were 
very much afraid, but the angel said to 
them, ‘Don’t be afraid, shepherds, they 
are only lighting up.’” So they were— 
lighting up this world with a wonderful 
light—the Light of the world! (Bible 
Teacher.) 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 
Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


G*: fellows, sometimes I try to pic- 
ture in my mind the amazement of 
that innkeeper when he learned what 
had happened out there in the stable the 
night before Christmas!—what had hap- 
pened to two weary travelers, a tired 
man and his delicate little wife, who 
had applied for lodging, and he had told 
them there was no room, but there was 
the stable, and they would find some 
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straw for a bed; how that a little babe 
had been born and laid in a manger; 
how the shepherds had come from a 
near-by field to see and worship the 
babe as the “Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord,” because the hosts of Heaven 
had come down upon them “praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” The angels had said, “Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger.” “And the 
shepherds [had] returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told unto 
them.” 

I can imagine the innkeeper’s fur- 
ther amazement when the Wise Men 
came from the Far East with rich gifts, 
proclaiming this stable-born babe the 
“King of the Jews”! 

What a priceless privilege the inn- 
keeper had missed. Doubtless, if he had 
known who they were and what was 
about to happen to them he would have 
arranged somehow to make room for 
them; maybe get some of his guests to 
double up, or even to give them his own 
room and make a pallet for himself in 
the hallway. I am quite sure he would 
have left nothing undone to receive 
them and make them comfortable; but 
he didn’t know and he sent them to the 
stable, 

After all, it should not be hard to 
understand. He didn’t know. The thing 
that is really hard to understand is that 
here, more than nineteen centuries 
later, so many who do know are shutting 
the Lord Jesus out. No room for Him. 
Plenty of room for business, but no room 
for Him. Plenty of room for entertain- 
ing friends, but no room for Him. Plenty 
of room for sports or something we like 
to do, but no room for Him. Plenty of 
room for sleep on Sunday morning while 
church bells ring, but no room for Him. 
Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he 
with me” (Rev. 3:20). In many differ- 
ent ways that knock is heard, but there 
is no room and He is shut out. 

Fellows, in a very real sense you and 
I are: innkeepers. The “inn” is a day 
with twenty-four rooms: eight rooms for 
work, eight for sleep, and eight for 
recreation. These last eight include the 
dining room. Also, I think they should 
include a special room for Him—at least 
one hour for special time with Him— 
reading what He says to us in His Word, 
talking to Him about our work and the 
work He has for us to do, getting the in- 
finite wisdom of His counsel on all our 
problems (and who doesn’t have prob- 
lems?). This is real re-creation, very 
refreshing, and makes more satisfactory 
and profitable all the other rooms in 
the inn. In fact, this would insure His 
presence and wisdom and power in the 
whole establishment, 
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Aren’t you glad on this Christmas 
morning that you are not ignorant like 
the innkeeper of Bethlehem? You know 
who this is knocking at your door, and 
you are not going to commit the folly 
of sending Him to the stable! 


Fontana Dan, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


NE day nearly two thousand years 

ago, two disciples of the Lord Jesus 
were walking sadly away from Jerusa- 
lem to their home in the village of 
Emmaus about seven miles away. These 
disciples were sad because their Master 
had been crucified three days before, and 
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Lesson for December 23 


their conversation was all about that 
terrible event. Jesus Himself drew near, 
though they did not know Him, and 
began talking with them. Turn to Luke 
24:27 and you will find what He talked 
about. He began with the Books of 
Moses—that is the part of the Bible from 
which most of our lessons this quarter 
have been taken—and from all the Old 
Testament Scriptures He explained the 
things concerning Himself. In verse 44 
we read that He told them that all the 
prophecies concerning Him must be ful- 
filled. When these disciples recognized 
Him, their risen Lord, they were so 
happy that they walked all the way 
back to Jerusalem that same night to tell 
the other disciples. 

As we have been studying the early 
history of the Hebrew nation, we have 
found many prophecies and promises 
which God has already fulfilled. Today 
we have come to the fulfillment of the 
greatest of all, the coming of our Sav- 
iour. This is the greatest for two rea- 
sons: first, there are more prophecies 
concerning the coming of Christ than 
about any other subject. It has been 
said that there are three hundred and 
thirty-three prophecies and references 
to Christ in the Old Testament which 
are expressly cited in the New. Sec- 
ond, the coming of Christ to earth to 
save sinners is the greatest event of all 
the ages. At this season of the year, 
most of the civilized world is celebrat- 
ing the birth of Christ. Certainly in 
many cases the Lord can have no pleas- 
ure in their celebration because their 
hearts are not right before Him; yet the 
fact that there is such widespread ob- 
servance witnesses to the glorious reality 
that Christ did come, as the Old Tes- 
tament had promised that He would. 

We are taking our Scripture this morn- 
ing from Luke 1 and 2. We will have 
time to read only three portions from 
these beautiful chapters. The first one 
has been called _ the Annunciation, 
which means the angel's announcement 
to Mary that she was to be the mother 
of Jesus. This is to be found in Luke 
1:26-37. I have written a different Old 
Testament prophecy for each of you on 
a piece of paper. Now find your refer- 
ence and, after reading it to yourself, 
put the paper in that place in your Bible, 
so you can read it to the class later. As 
soon as you have all done that, we will 
read Luke 1:26-37 responsively. Then 
we will discuss the prophecies you have 
found. 

No. 1, read yours (Isa. 7:14). In which 
verse of today’s lesson did we learn that 
Christ was born of a virgin? Girls, this 
is a most important doctrine. Another 
teacher said to me, “I do not care 
whether Christ was born of a virgin or 
not; he was a wonderful character, and 
that is all that matters.” This woman 
was entirely wrong. The virgin birth 
of Christ was essential to our salvation. 
If Christ had had a human father, He 
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would have been only a human being. 
He would have belonged to our sinful 
race, and then He never could have 
atoned for our sins. But because His 
birth was miraculous and He was the 
Son of God, the sacrifice of His life was 
great enough to save the whole human 
race, if they would all accept Him as 
their Saviour. The virgin birth was 
clearly prophesied again and again. Even 
in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:15) we 
learn that Christ was to be the seed 
of the woman. The Lord Jesus was “God 

. manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16). 

No. 2, read yours (Isa. 11:1). In which 
verse here in Luke 1 do we learn that 
Joseph was of the house of David? 

No. 3 (Isa. 58:5). Quote Matthew 1:21, 
The very name of Jesus given here in 
Luke 1:31 signified the fulfillment of 
this prophecy. 

No. 4 (Jer. 23:5). Verse 32 tells us 
Christ was to be that King 

No. 5 (Isa. 9:7). Luke 1:33 also tells 
us that “of his kingdom there shall be 
no end.” 

Now let us read the portion which has 
been called the Magnificat (Luke 1: 46-55). 
Notice that Mary concluded this beauti- 
ful paean of praise with the words, “As 
he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, 
and to his seed for ever.” 

No. 6, read God’s promise to Abra- 
ham in Genesis 22:18. 

No, 7, read God’s promise to Isaac in 
Genesis 26:4. 

No. 8, read God’s promise to Jacob in 
Genesis 28: 14. 

God promised both Abraham and his 
descendants that Christ would ccme. To 
be sure we understand these Scriptures, 
turn to Galatians 3:16, where God says 
plainly that these promises all refer to 
Christ. 

Now read Luke 2:1-7. Caesar Augus- 
tus, the proud world ruler in those days, 
had not the least idea that his command 
for everyone to return to the city of his 
birth to pay his taxes was timed just 
right so that Christ would be born in 
Bethlehem. But God knew before the 
world began that this would be. And He 
had told Micah where Christ would be 
born seven hundred years before He 
came. 

No. 9 (Mic. 5:2). Notice how care- 
fully this prophecy is worded. If the 
verse stopped after “Yet out of thee shall 
he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel,” we might think it re- 
ferred to a mere man who would be- 
come king of Israel. But when it says, 
“Whose goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlasting,” then we know it 
could refer only to One. What names 
for Christ in Isaiah 9:6 remind you of 
this? 

Is it not wonderful that our Saviour 
is “The mighty God” and “The everlast- 
ing Father”! What other three things 
is He called in this verse? He is all 
these things to me. He is wonderful, 
He is my “Counsellor,” He has done for 














The New Leader in Bible 
Story Books for the Home 


























The Favorite in 
over 100,000 
American Homes 
and Schools. 
Heartily endorsed 
by Pastors, Bible 
Teachers and 
Psychologists 

The best sum- 
mary of the 
Bible in story 
form avail- 
732 
Pages. 
Full-Color 
Pictures, Maps, 
Index, Scripture Ss 
References, Pro- 7 
nunciation Guide, $3.95 
Large Clear Type At Your Bovkstore 


Wm. B. Eerdmans. Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 





































Oth 
ANNUAL 


founder's 





week 


FEBRUARY 4-10, 1952 


INTERNATIONALLY 
KNOWN 
SPEAKERS 


Plan to come. 

Join other thousands, 
A convention of song 
and Bible ministry that 
will lift you up. 

For information write 
Extension Department. 


M 0 ODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LA SALLE STREET, 
CHICAGO 10; ILC. 



























1088 (16) * 


Your prayerful! 
generosity is 
solicited. Write 
Gilbert L. Guffin 
Prestdent. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


LANCASTER AVENUE & CITY LINE 


yy EASTERN BAPTIST 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


PHILADELPHIA 31, PA 





Hil 4 get 


Scripture Press 


Pattibooks 
modu one § 


written by MARY E. LE BAR 
illustrated by FAITH M. LOWELL 


for teaching basic Bible truths to 2- and 3-year-olds 


picture PATTIBOOKsS are correlated 
with the All-Bible Nursery Course 


Many happy hours are in store for youngsters 
when you use PATTIBOOKS, new effective teaching 
aid. And... for that small tot in your life... you can find 
DO more meaningful gift than PATTIBOOKS, for they 
faithfully help to instill basic Bible truths at an early, 


impressionable age. 


Each book is 6% x 7 inches, pans in 4 colors 
covers and plastic 
binding for easy turning of pages and story telling. 
ining pages contain complete story in large letters so 
that bigger brother or sister can also tell the story. 
Complete instructions on how to use the books are 


.. each re) 


on a heavy stock, with sturdy varnishe 
Adjo i 


included in each book. 


look at this new low price . 





Get PATTIBOOKS from your near-by-dealer or 
SCRIPTURE PRESS .- 434 So. Wabash + Chicago 5, Ill. 














5 Whatever | Do 


Shows God’s wonderful 
care of His own. 18 pages, 
8 four-color pictures. 


6 Joe's Strong Legs 


Builds gratitude for healthy 
bodies. 16 pages, 7 four- 
color pictures. 


7 Johnny's Cookies 
Teaches joy in giving. 2 
pages, 9 four-color pictures. 


8 Who Loves the Children? 


Explains the scope of God’s 
love. 18 pages, 8 four-color 
pictures. 


’ 4 favorites 


1 I'm Giving 

Shows specific uses for 
child’s offering. 26 pages, 
21 four-color pictures. 


2 SH-h-h-h- 

Builds reverential attitude 
for prayer. 20 pages, 9 
four-color pictures. 


3 Who Loves Patty? 
Leads up to the great love 
of Jesus. 24 pages, 11 four- 
color pictures. 


Ll 4 We Are Helpers 


Teaches the Christian spirit 
of helpfiiiness. 22 pages, 10 
four-color pictures. 


Dept. SST-121 





December 8, 1951 


me what only “The mighty God” could 
do. He is my Father for time and for 
eternity, and He is “The Prince of Peace” 
to me even now. Is He all this to you? 
He wants to be. 

Assignment: Write a short paragraph 
on why you think the Lord Jesus is won- 
derful, 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


be | DON'T see any sense to the way we 
do Christmas!” The speaker was 
our small granddaughter Jeanette, a 
very positive and practical young per- 
son. I rose to her bait, and asked, “Just 
what is the matter with the way we do?” 

This was the astonishing answer from 
a six-year-old. “We say it’s the birth- 
day of Jesus, and then we give every- 
body else presents, and we don’t even 
make a birthday cake with candles for 
Jesus! It isn’t very sensible, now, is it, 
Grandma?” 

I had to admit that she was right. 
That made her very happy, and her next 
move was breath-taking. “All right, 
then, let’s make a birthday cake for 
Jesus this year.” I explained that there 
was no way to send it to Heaven to Him, 
but that didn’t upset her one bit. “We 
can make it for Him and put candles 
on it, and then we can give it to some 
poor child that hasn’t any Christmas 
Jesus will know all about it, and He 
will know it’s His birthday cake.” 

Then I explained to her that she could 
give other things the same way, not 
always a cake, food or clothing, or 
money. She could give to the poor or 
give to the church or the missionaries, 
to the work of the Lord. So now she 
has a box in her closet where she puts 
her outgrown clothes that are good, and 
some of her toys and doll clothes. Just 
last week she explained to me that the 
things in that box were for presents to 
children that didn’t have as much as 
she has, because, and she smiled a whim- 
sical little smile, “You know, Grandma, 
Jesus doesn’t need clothes or anything, 
so we just give to others.” 

Maybe some other Primary children 
have wondered the same things as Jean- 
ette has. Quite probably the habit of 
gift giving originated from the thought 
of the gifts the Wise Men brought to 
the infant Lord Jesus. But in these lat- 
ter days, gift giving has become a great 
commercial enterprise. No longer do peo- 
ple give gifts only to those near and dear 
to them, but they spread them out so 
far that they mean nothing. It would 
be a wholesome change this year to 
give only to the children of our families, 
and those dearly beloved ones, and give 
the rest of our Christmas money to the 
Lord. answering the call of need from 
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Lesson for December 23 


some missionary field. Perhaps we could 
even be sacrificing enough to forgo gifts 
for adults entirely and give to the Lord. 

Do you suppose we Americans could 
deny ourselves that much, when our 
Christian friends in other lands are being 
martyred for the sake of Christ and the 
Gospel? 

Of course you will tell the story of 
the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. Almost 
every child in your department can help 
you. They know it by heart, and they 
love it. Don’t ever fear repetition with 
Primary children. Don’t you know how 
a mother or grandmother is asked for 
the same story over and over: the child 
knows every word of it, and if, by chance 
or on purpose, you change a word, up 
comes that little head, and you are called 
up short, “That’s wrong!”? They like 
best the old stories until they get past 
Primary days. 

If you can, try to have some project 
to which the children can give a Christ- 
mas Offering. It is a splendid time to 
interest them in some mission. Be defi- 
nite about it. Just talking about giving 
to missions doesn’t even register with 
them, doesn’t mean a thing to them. But 
tell them of some child in Japan or 
India, or Africa, a native or the child 
of a missionary. Have a picture of the 
child, and the name. They are inter- 
ested in other children. If you don’t 
know any such children, write to me, 
and I can send you many names. If you 
want to bring it closer to home, find 
some child in your own city or town 
whom they can remember with Christ- 
mas gifts or money, some crippled child 
or a sick one. In these days there are 
so many such in all parts of our land. 

Make this a Christmas of giving, not 
getting. We are becoming a nation of 
grabbers, and I’m afraid we are raising 
children who are losing entirely any 
thought of doing anything for anybody 
but self. Make a change this year. 
Surely our Lord is returning soon, and 
the things of this world will mean noth- 
ing to us then. They should mean little 
to us now. Even a child can know that 
the Lord Jesus Christ gave His life for 
us, and we should be glad and willing 
to give all we have to Him. With a little 
guidance, children become better givers 
than adults. Try it. 

Every child can draw a picture today, 
for they all have some Christmas 
thought in their heart. Give them a 
chance for expressing it, 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper, 
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~ CHRISTMAS is God's 
answer to Israel’s Pray- 
ers and yearnings for a Saviour. . 

CHRISTMAS is the God-promised child, the desire of all 
nations, nestled in the arms of a Jewish Virgin in Beth- 


lehem of Judea, the promises and prophecies, the very 
love of God become flesh. 


CHRISTMAS is the season when the Babe of Bethlehem 
is flooding our hearts with a warm glow, urging us on to 
share His salvation and blessings with those around us. 
% It is in the spirit of Israel’s Messiah, the Light of the 
World, that THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL ministers all 
year round to the earthly people of our Saviour, the Jews. 
% Where there is hunger, homelessness, heartache, the 
; crushing burden of distress and fear, or a groping in the 
dark for the Light of God, there is our field—in Israel, Germany, France, 
Belgium, England, and across the American Continent. 
% The word of God is preached, broadcast, and distributed in many 
Janguages by dedicated missionaries. The distressed and weary Hebrew 
Christians, their little children, and the orphans, are comforted and pro- 
vided for in His name. 
%*% Will you celebrate the birth of our Saviour in the most fitting way, by 
helping us to show forth His love to His brethren? Send your Birthday 
gift for your Lord to 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Reliel Society, Ine. ~ ve 
728 § Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. SS 
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ORIGINAL — never 
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thought. Digest and text 
of lesson. Full exposition, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


God’s Superman.—His name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 

















““We have learned that misinforma- 
tion developed by advertising, and 
ignorance resulting from off-balance 
common school education, are largely 
responsible for the social habits of 
many who become drinkers of alco- 
hol. I count that nation derelict in 
its duty in education if it teaches a 
child about milk and fails to teach 
him about alcohol.”’ 

—Haven Emerson, M.D. 


" 


NATIONAL . . . . 
WOMAN’S CHRISTIA 





TEMPERANCE 


HEADQUARTERS: 1730 CHICAGO AVENUE, EVANSTON, ILLINOIS, U.S. A. 


‘Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever is deceived 
thereby is not wise."' (Proverbs 20:1) 


Prohibition’s 
Proven Blessings 


ORE alcoholics are now com- 

mitted to state, county, city and 
private hospitals for mental disease and 
to the psychiatric wards of general hos- 
pitals than on any other single diag- 
nosis. Annual arrests for drunkenness 
average 2,645 per 100,000 population; 
drink is a factor in one-third of all crime. 


But greater than the danger done 
to the bodies of men is the hurt to 
their souls. The living wrecks, the low- 
ered morale, the broken homes, the 
blighted hopes, the perverted minds, 
and the sordid destiny of aimless men 
are penalties against civilized society 
worse than physical death. In every city 
where alcohol is allowed to do its dirty 
work, the Skid Rows will cry out 
against the depravity and debauchery 
created by this pernicious traffic. 


Prohibition remains the best correc- 
tive measure. Since repeal, three-fifths 
of an estimated 18,000 local option 
elections have resulted in dry victories 
by vote of the people. About 500 such 
areas are voting dry annually. 


Does Prohibition Prohibit? Many 
large areas now dry have found enforced 
prohibition laws to be as effective against 
the use of alcoholic beverages as they 
are against the use of narcotic drugs. 


Sources of the above facts cheerfully forthcoming upon request. The new ‘‘Black Book 
of Repeal’’ contains fuller authoritative data. Address Dept. T. 
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his government and peace there shall be 
no end (Isa. 9:6, 7, Golden Text). The 
late Dr. John Kelman said he once asked 
a parishioner, “What is your solution of 
the present world unrest?” “His an- 
swer,” Dr. Kelman said, “amazed me 
It was, ‘A Dictator.’” “But,” argued the 
great preacher, “your dictator would 
have to be a superman—one with per- 
fect understanding of civic and economic 
problems, and with genius to meet the 
opposition and resolve the fears of those 
who doubted and opposed him.” “I 
know it,” was the quiet answer; “but 
we are looking for such a Man, and we 
have Him in view, His name is—Jesus. ’ 
Commented Dr. Kelman, “The thrill of 
that answer will never leave me.”"—From 
Tom Olson, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Ton- 
awanda, N. Y. 


One Name Not Enough.—His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6, Golden 
Text). The natives asked the Rev. G. 
A Ruskin of the Congo Balalo Mission 
why it was that Jesus Christ had so 
many names. He pointed out to them that 
the reason was that no one name could 
express the fullness, the munificence, 
and the magnitude of His grace and His 
power. A perfect diamond, he said, had 
thirty-two facets, and every facet had 
its own individual value, and so it was 
with Christ.—Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


What He Wants Most of All.—My spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour (Luke 
1:47). “Mommie,” asked Jane, “what 
makes everybody so happy at Christ- 
mas?” “Well, because it is the Lord 
Jesus’ birthday ... and because we love 
Him . ,. , and because we are happy 
about His coming to this world.” Jane 
thought a minute and then said, “And is 
the Lord happy about you?” Oh, little 
girlie, what a question you've asked! Is 
the Lord Jesus happy about us on His 
birthday? Really happy because He sees 
within our hearts a deep, true love for 
Him? A satisfying love and not just a 
seasonal affection stirred up by the fes- 
tivities of Christmas? What He 
wants more than anything else on His 
birthday is the love of our hearts.— 
From Doris Coffin Aldrich, in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


He Has Not Forgotten Israel.—He hath 
holpen his servant Israel... as he spake 
to... Abraham, and to his seed for ever 
(Luke 1:54, 55). A Jewish man told 
this story of his son who came home 
recently to spend the week end with his 
parents: He sat down to eat, and to 
their great surprise, he bowed his head 
to pray. When he had finished, his 
father said, “Son, what does this mean? 
You never did that before.” The son 
replied: ‘No, Father, I have never be- 
lieved in God before. But now, after what 
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Lesson for December 23 


I have experienced in the war, I can 
never again doubt God’s existence. In 
the midst of the fighting in the Negev, 
three divisions of Egyptian troops came 
to attack a point that was held by only 
about twenty of us. We knew that it 
was an absolutely impossible situation, 
but we decided to fight to the last man. 
We had hardly begun to fire at the en- 
emy when two divisions of them turned 
and fled, and the third held up their 
hands and surrendered. Afterward, they 
were greatly surprised to find there were 
so few of us. They said to us, ‘Where 
are the others?’ We replied, ‘What others 
do you mean?’ The Egyptians said, ‘We 
saw others with you. Where are they?’ 
We answered, ‘There were no others 
with us.’” The son ended his story by 
saying, “Then we knew that God had 
worked a miracle for us.”"—From George 
T. B. Davis, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Through Bethlehem.—Unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem (Luke 
2:4). This little news item came from 
the daily paper: “Jerusalem is being 
supplied with fresh water from reser- 
voirs built by King Solomon. The water 
is brought to the city by means of an 
acqueduct which passes through Beth- 
lehem.” The Water of Life for all men 
comes through Bethlehem also.—From 
the Expositor. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration, 


Left Out!—No room (Luke 2:7). It is 
said that two women were having a 
happy time at a very elaborate luncheon 
in a downtown hotel. When asked what 
the occasion was for the luncheon, one 
said, “We are celebrating the baby’s 
birthday.” “But where is the baby?” 
said the inquirer, for there was no child 
visible. “Oh,” said the mother, “you 
didn't think I'd bring him, did you? Why, 
he doesn’t know anything about it.” And 
how many of us celebrate the birthday 
of our Saviour and forget to invite Him! 
In the rush of Christmas giving, Christ- 
mas eating, Christmas gaiety, do we 
really stop to meditate upon the Christ 
Child who is the center of it all? ... 
Is it a big Christmas and a little Christ? 
Is it all the green tree and none of the 
“accursed tree” upon which He died?— 
From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin. Richmond, Kans. 


God’s Mysterious Ways.—And it came 
to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Cesar Augustus, that 
all the world should be taxed (Luke 
2:1). Very often God uses the ungodly 
to further His Kingdom and fulfill His 
promises. Several years ago a thickly 
settled little community was in sore need 
of a church. Because of lack of leader- 
ship and lack of funds no one tried to 
organize one, but one day two of the 
wealthiest men decided to build a dance 
hall. The building was finished and en- 
tertainment started. After two or three 
nights, and a few fights, the place was 
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closed as a public nuisance and ordered 
by court never to be opened again. A 
young minister visiting the community 
decided to try to rent it for an evange- 
listic campaign. The owners reluctantly 
agreed, and the meeting was started. 
One of the owners was converted, the 
little community was filled with the 
Spirit of God, the saved man donated 
his half, the people purchased the other 
man’s part, and today there stands a 
$50,000 brick structure, proving God can 
and does use sinners to fulfill His will, 
if He so desires, and they are helpless 
to withstand—Sent by Mrs. Herman L. 
Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jesus Was Born (Luke 1:46-49; 2:1-7) 


TIME ladder will help connect this 

Christmas lesson with the Old Tes- 
tament lessons and also with our present 
day. It may be drawn on the blackboard 
or a long strip of paper for a large group 
of children, or on typewriter paper for 
a small class. On typewriter paper make 
the sides of the ladder eight inches long 
and about two and one-half inches apart. 
Mark off thirty-three quarter-inch spaces 
on each side and connect opposite dots to 
form the rungs, leaving the ends of the 
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We have the new loose- 
leaf as well as 35 other 


Scofield 
styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


FOLDING ORGANS 


CARRY IT ANYWHERE 
Wonderful tone, only organ made play- 
ing the same in all climates. $175 com- 
plete. Immediate shipment. Our 21st year. 
ORGAN SHOP Dept. S$ 
3117 Harrison N. Canton 9, Ohio 











Christ Honoring Bible Believing 


STERLING COLLEGE 


Offers Christian Youth— 
@ 4-year Liberal Arts Training 
e Science — Education—Fine Arts 
e Reasonable Costs 
Tuition $120 per semester 


Honoring Christ in—- 
« The Classroom 
« The Athletic Program 
¢ The Social Program 
« Sound Bible Teaching 
« Christian Character Building 





Second semester starts January 28th 





For information write 
Wm. M. McCreery, President 
4 Sterling, Kansas 














THROUGH THE BIBLE 
DAY BY DAY 
With Expositions by F. B. Meyer 


A devotional commentary that encourages 
daily Bible reading and study. A splendid 
item for personal use or gift purposes. 


pee 





ak. sateen 


—_ Os ch nd 


Vol. I. Genesis to Joshua, 218 pages. 
Vol. II. Judges to 2 Chronicles, 249 pages. 
Vol. III. Job to Ecclesiastes, 201 pages. 

Vol. IV. Ezra to Malachi, 225 pages. 

Vol. V. The Gospels, 235 pages. 

Vol. VI. Acts to Ephesians, 190 pages. 

Vol. VII. Philippians to Revelation, 206 pages. 


This publication is designed to bring out clearly 
the spiritual truths and teachings of every portion 
of the Bible, and to give them a personal application 
to every reader or student. Uniformly bound in 
cloth; titles in gold on side and back. 90 cents per 
volume. Set of seven volumes, $6.00. Size 4'4 x 634 
inches. 
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Famous Hymns: 4 


WITH STORIES \ PICTURES 


Famous Hymns 
With Stories and 


Pictures 


By Elizabeth H. Bonsall j 


a 


A fascinatingcombin- | 
ation of 60 inspiring } 
and well-loved hymns, } 
60 stories oftheir origin | 
and history and 60 as- 
sociated masterpieces of 
art. 








Your favorite hymn Rat ‘ call 
takes on new life and 
new meaning through this close association with 
a famous picture lruly an unusual book, 


that appeals instantly to everyone, young and 
old. Suitable for all times and seasons, and a 
choice volume for the home. 

Bound in attractive cloth, with four-color in- 
sert, ‘‘Holy Night’’ by Corregio, on cover and 
jacket. 136 pages, size 8 x 10&% inc.es. 

$1.50 a copy 


A Companion Volume 


FAMOUS BIBLE PICTURES 


By Elizabeth H. Bonsall 


Full-page size reproductions of fifty famous 

pictures by 42 of the world’s greatest artists. 

Questions and descriptions relate closely to 

each picture. A source book of information 

interesting to children. Beautifully printed 

and bound. 125 pages, 6% x 9X inches. 
$1.50 a copy 
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American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street - Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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HAVEN FOR CHRISTIANS 


For particulars write to: 


The Director of Christian Haven, Inc., at 
Harvard, Illinois, Route No. 1 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
—____ Punnilinre 


¢ * EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
i DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 






















ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure. you will find it 
convenient and economic! to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y, 


For More Than 30 Years 
THE 


Hebrew Christian Mission 


xx Has FAITHFULLY Given 
Xx The FAITHFUL Gospel 
% By FAITHFUL Methods 
TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE 
THE MESSIANIC TRUMPET free upon request 








HEBREW CHRISTIAN MISSION 
Incorporated 1920) 
REV. V. D. SHANNON, Supt. 
P.O. Box 7, Linwood Sta., Detroit 6, Michigan 











Scripture Choruses 
by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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ladder unconnected. The space between 
each rung represents two hundred years, 
The top rung is A.D. 2000, and the bot- 
tom, 4000 B.C. This ladder might be 
drawn in green, with the A.D.-B.C. rung 
in red. I make each millennial rung a 
heavier line than the others. In one 
margin enter the millennial dates. The 
hundreds need only be written for A.D. 
1400 and 1500 B.C., 1700 B.C., 1800 B.C. 
Christmas only two days off! I guess 
we don’t have to tell Juniors why we 
keep Christmas so joyfully! (If the re- 
sponses show thought only for gifts and 
celebration, say, “Why, you’ve lost most 
of Christmas—this is all you have!”— 
write “mas” on the board. “You've lost 
the most important part—Christ.” Write 
“Christ” before “mas.”) Of course, it is 
in memory of the Lord Jesus Christ’s 
birthday, His coming from Heaven to 
earth to die for us, so we could have 
a new birthday and go to Heaven. (Draw 
a diagram with one arrow marked 
“Christ” coming down from “Heaven” to 
“Earth,” and another arrow marked “Us” 
going up from “Earth” to “Heaven.” 
Here is a ladder, not a ladder to 
Heaven, a time ladder. Here we are 
(write “Us” just under the A.D. 2000 
rung) Christmas, 1951. (Write the year 
just under “2000.”) Down here is Co- 
lumbus. (Write his name on the A.D. 
1400 rung.) This red line is when Jesus 
Christ came. But let’s jump way, way 
down to the very bottom of time, and 
start with (write “Adam 
and Eve” on the 4000 B.C. rung). Did 
you know, way back in the Garden of 
Eden, God gave a promise that Christ 
would come from Eve’s family? What 
is the next story we put in our Genesis 
scroll? Noah (about 3000 B.C.). What 
a long time between Adam and Noah! 
Here is Abraham (about 2000 B.C.). God 
made Abraham some promises. Remem- 
ber them? In Genesis 12:3 find the part 
where God tells Abraham that the bless- 
ing for all families—Christ—will come 
through him. Then grandson Jacob 
(about 1800 B.C.) got the promise the 
night he saw the ladder and God at 
the top. Find the promise in Genesis 
28:14. Joseph was Jacob’s son. (Write 
his name in upper half of the space, 
above Jacob’s, about 1700 B.C.) But 
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Joseph did not get the promise of the 
Lord Jesus for his family. The promise 
went to brother Judah. 

By and by Moses came (about 1500 
B.C.). He told the people God would 
send someone like him, whose words 
they must listen to and obey. Can you 
find the promise in Deuteronomy 18:15? 
Then came Caleb and Joshua, soldiers 
and followers of God. The people 
marched into God’s Promised Land with 
them. But still the promised person did 
not come. King David came (about 1000 
B.C.). Who will read some of his songs 


from the Psalms scroll? Then God 
started promising again. Christ should 
come of David’s family. A thousand 


years went by. How long it was! But 
at last He came—the baby in the manger. 
(Write “Jesus Christ” in red on the red 
line.) 

How happy His mother was! (Read 
Luke 1:46-49.) How happy the angels 
were! (Read Luke 2:14, Memory Verse.) 
Why shouldn’t we be happy at Christmas 
time, when we remember He did it all 
because He loved us so? (Enter the 
Christmas verse and story in the New 
Testament scroll.) 

Orono, MAINE, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1083) 


1. Because he has preserved for us the 
first four hymns of the Christian Era. 

2. The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), the 
Benedictus (vs. 68-79), the Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo (chap 2:14), and the Nunc 
Dimittis (vs. 29-32). 

3. The song of Hannah (1 Sam. 2:1-10). 

4. Hannah’s song has the note of tri- 
umph over a rival (1 Sam. 2:3, 5), not 
found in Mary’s song. 

5. That Mary was conceived sinless 
by her mother, in order to be a pure ves- 
sel to bear Christ. 

6. She calls God her Saviour (Luke 
1:47). A sinless person needs no Sav- 
iour. 

7. To fulfill the prophecy of Micah 5:2. 

8. Probably he did not want to leave 
her among people who did not under- 











“How to Select a 


You can make no m 
nen a Bible. But do aed 
Bible will meet the indivic 


the pers 
illustrated ha 


make exactly the right c 
you how to judge Vv 
look f 


Oxford University 
today. It’s FREES 


ropriate gift 
ore nig oe ae which 
ual needs of 


e in mind? 
~ aad nie 9 “How to Select a 


Bible” 


to help you 


Bible,” has been peepee vp he 
alues and what to 

in bindings, type size, paper, 
tud pond etc. Write to Suite 7, 
pond  arcity Press, for your COPY 




























One of the most popular of all OXFORD 
Bibles is Pilgrim Bible No. 22, edited by 
Dr. E. SCHUYLER ENGLISH, Scofield Bible 
consultant. It is the first Bible ever anno- 
tated especially for young Christians. The 
simple, direct notes enable every child to 
understand his Bible and prepare him for 
advanced study. Bound in varsity blue Mor- 
occoette, limp, round corners, gold edges. 
$7.00 at your bookstore. 
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Lesson for December 23 


stand, and he seems to have intended to 
settle in Bethlehem. When the Wise 
Men came from the east, they were set- 
tled in a house (Matt, 2:11). 

9. See Matthew 1: 18-24. 

10. An imperial census, and an im- 
perial concession to Jewish national feel- 
ing. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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“First-of-All”’ Christmas Gifts 
(Continued from page 1080) 


“Poor, poor child,” Miss Emery in- 
wardly sighed. “May God somehow save 
her from marrying this idolater who 
will never permit her to hear of the 
Saviour again.” 

With tearful, downcast eyes, Sarla sat 
apart, while, from a beautifully carved 
sandalwood chest, her mother displayed 
dozens of gold-embroidered silken saris. 
Then, unlocking an ivory casket, she took 
from it long strings of pearls, and gold 
bracelets, anklets, girdles, and rings for 
ears, fingers, and toes, all set with daz- 
zling -precious stones. “These,” she 
proudly explained, “are from Sarla’s 
father for her wedding dowry. You see, 
he is a very wealthy man.” 

“Indeed, Mrs. Rama Rao, he must be,” 
agreed Miss Emery. “But my Father is 
far, far richer than Sarla’s.” 

With a quick glance, Mrs. Rama Rao 
noted how inexpensively her visitor was 
dressed. “Pardon me,” she said, “but, 
if your Father is so rich, why does He 
not give you silken garments and jewels 
to wear?” 

“Ah, my Father has given me a Gift 
more precious than all the wealth this 
world contains. And, my friend, He is 
willing and longing to share this Gift 
with you, and with everyone who will 
let Him do so.” 

“Let Him do so! Surely, no one would 
refuse so rich a Gift from your Father. 
Do tell me more about Him and His mar- 
velous Gift.” 

“Most gladly I'll tell you,” answered 
Miss Emery. But she got no further, for 
just then Sarla’s father appeared. 

“Our train is in. Let us go aboard,” 
he said. 

“My husband, this is Sarla’s teacher,” 
his wife explained. “She has some won- 
derful news to tell me,” then, turning 
to Miss Emery, “Come, be our guest as 
we travel,” she urged. 


“Yes, do. I also should like to hear 
this wonderful news,” said Mr. Rama 
Rao. 


“I'd be delighted,” smiled Miss Emery, 
And soon, seated in their luxurious com- 
partment, the parents were listening in 
amazement to the precious, angel-given 
message: “Behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born ...a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 





“ 
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“A Saviour?” questioned the father. 

“Yes, a Saviour. The Heavenly 
Father’s only begotten Son, His unspeak- 
able Gift to the whole world, whom He 
gave to bear, in our stead, the punish- 
ment for all sin.” 


. i ei 7 





Choice Gleanings Calendar 


Daily Scripture gems, meditations, leaflet for let- 
ters, clippings, inspiring poems, calendar for 
entire year. Several beautiful styles. Any style 
$1.35 postpaid. Order now at your bookstore or 


Unnoticed by the four, the monsoon 
broke in fury while Miss Emery related 
to her eager listeners the story of the 


Gospel Folio Press 
Box 41 - - 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 











AWaue you started— 

Christmas 
Shopping? 

Here is a chance to give your 


friends a real Christmas gif aa 


A subscription to either THE 
CHRISTIAN PARENT or 
MY CHUM. 


Special Christmas Price: 


3 or more subscriptions, $2 ea. 


Ordinarily these magazines sell 
for $2.50 a year for each 





magazine. 


The Christian Parent, Christian advice for parent problems, daily devotions for the family. 


My Chum, for children 4 to 14, Christian stories, pen pals, puzzles, and Christian comics. 





THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. Box $ Highland, Illinois 





The I. @. on Jews and Judaism (Copyrighted) 


By Rev. M. Zeidman, B.D. 
CHRISTMAS - - - CHANUKAH 


Q. — When does the Feast of Chanukah take place? 

A. = This year (1951) the Feast coincides with Christmas, and the first eve falls on December 23rd, the day 
before Christmas Eve. 

Q. — What event does the Feast of Chanukah commemorate? 

A. — The victories of the Maccabees over Antiochus Epiphanes, and the rededication of the Temple by the 
High Priest in 164 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes had erected a pagan altar of burnt offerings, and sacri- 
ficed a pig to Zeus Olympus. 

Q. — Why is the “Feast of Chanukah” so designated? 

A. — Because the Hebrew word “Chanukah” means “Dedication,” and it is referred to in the New Testament 
(John 10:22) as the “Feast of Dedication.”’ The Feast is also called the “Festival of Lights.” 

Q. — Why is it a Feast of Dedication? 

A. — Because when the desecrators were defeated, the Temple was purified, a new altar built, new holy ves- 
sels made, the fire rekindled on the altar, and the candlestick lit. 

Q. — Why is it called the “Festival of Lights’’? 

A. — Because a miracle occurred at the rededication of the Temple. A small cruse of consecrated oil was 
found unpolluted. Ordinarily this much oil would have lasted only one day; but a miracle occurred, 
and the one cruse lasted for eight days. In commemoration of that miracle, Jews the world over light 
eight candles, beginning on the first day with one candle, and adding each night another candle until 
eight candles are lit on the eighth day of the Feast. 

Q. — What similarities are there between Christmas and Chanukah? 

A. = 1. The Temple was purified—Christ was the spotless Lamb of God. 

2. The rededication of the Temple was symbolic of Christ's call to the world to rededicate and reconcile 
itself to the Father. 

3. The light of the candlestick was relit — Jesus, at the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, said, “I am 
the light of the world.”” The lights of the candlestick signified victory over the Gentile conqueror 
and sin, and victory for the children of God. Jesus, the Light of the world, is a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the Victor over sin. 

4. Jews bestow gifts upon each other at this Feast — the Wise Men brought gifts to the Babe of Beth- 
lehem—Jesus is the Gift of God to the World. 

Christmas is the Feast of Giving. 

God so loved the world that He gave. 

Let us on this Feast give Christ to the Jews. 

To all the friends of the Scott Mission a joyous Advent Season and a happy and prosperous New Year. 

Our ministry of the Gospel of love reaches Jews in many countries of Europe, in Israel, and in Canada. For 

further information write to: 


Rev. M. Zeidman, The Scott Mission, Inc. 
502 Spadina Avenue, Toronto 4, Canada. 


Dear Sir: Please send me free of charge your quarterly magazine and literature on Jews and Judaism. 


Please find enclosed $...~--..---.-.--.-~-, my Christmas offering for Jewish evangelization. 


Name ee PO a ee wuseccesseusunacecssace 
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A WELCOME GIFT 


for Christmas, also for the sick and shut-in folks. 


Enter birthdays (autographs) of 
% inches. 
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cent discount when ten or more are ordered. 
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DARIES 
Indianapolis 2, Ind. 
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marvelcus birth of Jesus, the adoration 
of the humble shepherds, and the wor- 
ship of the star-led Wise Men, who 
brought gifts of gold, frarkincense, and 
myrrh for the infant Saviour King, 

“This Saviour Jesus is also a King?” 
questioned Mr. Rama Rao. 

“Yes, He is King of kings. But, while 
He was here on earth, He took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and went 
about doing good. And, at last, He gave 
His life a ransom for many on the very 
first Christmas tree.” Earnestly then 
Miss Emery added, “This Gift is yours, 
if in simple faith you will accept Him as 
your Saviour. My friends, will you not 
do this, and give yourselves to Him, 
right here and now?” 

Like some sweet, joyous Christmas 
chime rang out Sarla’s glad reply, “I 
will!” But suddenly, before her parents 
could answer, above the raging storm, 
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World’s teading Commentary on the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons complete with maps, 
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came a terrifying crash, plunging them 
into semidarkness. 

“May the good God of the Christians 
seve us,” fervently murmured Mr. Rama 
Rao, 

(To be continued) 


bd 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





Christmas. Volume 21. An American 
Annual of Christmas Literature and Art. 
Edited by Randolph E. Haugan. (Augs- 
burg Pub. House, Minneapolis 15; paper, 
$1; cloth, $2.50.) Opening, as in years 
past, with the Christmas story from the 
Scriptures, unusually arranged and sim- 
ply and colorfully illustrated, this year’s 
“Christmas” contains sixty-eight beauti- 
ful pages of articles, stories, pcetry, art, 
music, and photographs—all on the Christ- 
mas theme. The first article on “Treas- 
ured Volumes” discusses some ancient 
Bible manuscripts and carries photostatic 
copies of pages from some of them. Then 
follows a section, “Christmas Across Our 
Country, Some Holiday Scenes of the 
Past and Present’—Down East, Down 
South, Up North, and Out West. An 
appealing story about a little child 
named Kathy, and Christmas poems and 
pictures come next. Another article 
deals with various kinds of Christmas 
trees, illustrated in color. Seven pages 
of “Favorite Christmas Carols” are fol- 
lowed by “Famous Diary Excerpts,” and 
a five-page, illustrated article on Raph- 
ael’s works of art. “Christmas in the 
Grand Canyon” is one of the beautiful 
full-page pictures. The pages of the 
book are fourteen by ten and one half 
inches. The front cover pictures the Christ 
Child with Mary and Joseph and the 
shepherds, and the back cover features 
the Wise Men. The pictures on the 
covers are framed by midnight blue, 
studded with white stars. The paper- 
bound edition comes in a gift envelope 
for mailing and the library edition in 
a gift box, 


The Yuletide Story and Some Favorite 
Christmas Carols. (Augsburg Pub. House, 
Minneapolis 15; 35 cents each, $3.60 a 
dozen, $25 a hundred.) Here are two 
booklets, eight and three-quarters by 
eleven and three-quarters inches, suit- 
able as Christmas gifts for Sunday school 
classes or other groups. The first, a 
twelve-page booklet, contains the Christ- 
mas story from Matthew and Luke, the 
words of seven carols, and the music 
and words of “Adeste Fideles.” Full- 
page, color pictures include “Nativity,” 
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“Poinsettias,” and a country snow scene, 
The Christmas story is profusely illus- 
trated with pictures and a map of the 
Holy Land. 

The second is a twenty-page booklet 
containing seven carols—both words and 
music are given. Each carol is accom- 
panied by an appropriate picture and a 
brief note about the origin or history 
of the carol. 


The First Book on Feltcraft. (Fun With 
Felt Corp., 390 Fourth Ave., New York 
16; 50 cents, paper.) What is felt? How 
is it used? What is its history? These 
and other questions are briefly answered 
by the author, who then explains the 
various grades of this material, and how 
to choose the kinds suitable for the con- 
struction of different objects. How to 
glue the cutouts so they will stick is 
explained. One page is devoted to addi- 
tional supplies needed, while another de- 
scribes by word and picture the twelve 
different stitches used if felt is sewed. 
There are complete directions for mak- 
ing flowers, even those with tubular 
stems. Then follows a variety of pat- 
terns drawn to scale, so that by enlarg- 
ing the squares copies of any size may 
be made. These patterns include purses, 
beanies, Christmas cards and ornaments, 
lapel gadgets, puppets, several hand- 
bags, toy animals, baby shoes, and a 
number of other objects. The reader 
is shown also how to make a felt board 
and Bible figures to use on it. The 
book’s last two pages are covered with 
designs for applique work. 

It is hard to imagine anything more 
compact and complete for the felt work 
in DVBS classes. 


Whiter Than Snow, and Little Dot. 
By Mrs. O. F. Walton. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; 75 cents.) Mrs. Walton’s 
sweet stories never grow old, and the 
reprinting of these two, with the addi- 
tion of modern illustrations, will serve 
the present generation as well as the 
last. The first story pictures poor, 
motherless Nelly who has somewhere 
heard the words, “whiter than snow.” 
From the lips of another child, she finally 
learns their source and meaning and has 
her own little heart washed white. The 
second tale explains how a dead person 
can lie in the grave and at the same time 
be up in Heaven with the Lord. And in 
learning about this, Little Dot also learns 
how to accept the Saviour’s gift of a 
cleansed heart. Like Nelly, she testifies 
so artlessly that those around her are 
won to changed living. Both stories are 
sad ones, since the small heroines fall 
sick and die, but their passing is fear- 
less and happy. Parents who wish above 
all else to lead their little ones to the 
Lord will find here a means of fulfilling 
this precious responsibility. 


Teaching Children in Your Church. 
By Arlene S. Hall. (The Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind., 75 cents, paper; $1.50, 
cloth.) What a tragedy if even one child 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES * 











SEND FOR THIS 
LITTLE BOOK 


which tells how you may obtain 
a guaranteed lifetime income 


ran” sharing in a great Christian work 


Learn more about a remarkable Retirement Plan (operat- 
ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 
be a benefactor of mankind, by helping a great Christian 
Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 
age. For details. write today for Booklet ss 401, AME RICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 




















Q Tool of Life Success 


College trained men are fast becoming 
known and respected for their unusual soundness of 
judgment, keenness of perception, and ability to 
assume responsibility and leadership. In other words, 
the young man or woman who completes a four- 
year college course with credit has laid the broad 
and firm foundation upon which he may build a far 
more successful after-training that is merely technical. 


Other things equal, 
keener physician, a greater surgeon, a more astute 
lawyer, and a completer success in business, than 
he could possibly be without his college degree. At 
MARION, too, the earnest young man is encouraged 
to lay that most imperishable of life-backgrounds, a 
sterling Christian character, and is induced to plumb 
the depths of the deeper spiritual life. 
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The attractively illustrated 
special Bulletin, “Life at 
MARION”, is yours on re- 
quest — clip the coupon. 
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“| have set before thee an open “door” 








Showing a typically 
“homey”’ room in attrac- 
tive and comfortable Teter 
Hall dormitory for women, 
Public parks, recreation 
grounds and classroom 
buildings are handy by. 


Below, the handsome, dig- 
nified and substantial 
edifice recently erected by 
the College Church. 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
Marion College, Marion, Indiana. 


Please send me your illustrated Bul- 
letin: “‘Life ot MARION". 
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For Gifts or Personal Use 


PURSE PERFUME FLACON 


A spill-proof bottle with a gold finished cap, packed in 
a clear plastic box. The four fragrances, White Mist, 
Sharae, Noel, and No. 5, are as fine as more expensive 
perfumes. $1.25--1 dram flacon—tax included. Money 
back guarantee. Sell to your friends and earn extra 
money. WIELAND PERFUME COMPANY 

2930 N. 12th Street Philadelphia 33, Pa. 


BE ARMED WITH TRACTS 


About 1,000 titles to choose from 
35 cents brings large assortment of Gospel tracts 

50c for ass‘t for Christmas. $2 for full sample ass't. 
$5 brings 10 lbs. Send for free catalogs of tracts, 
books, novelties, and gifts. 

Let us print your tract, book, magazine, etc. 

OSTERHUS PUBLISHING HOUSE 
4500 W. Broadway Minneapolis 22, Minn. 


WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 


Ministering to the il! and training 
young women for medical services 


The new Indian Government demands the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 

We need your support for our American missionary surgeon 
on the field. Send your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D. 
3, Norristown, Pa. 











In color with art work 
and appropriate scrip- 
ture. Enclose a gospel 
message with your 
Christmas cards. 


SEND 25¢c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 
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be lost to Christ and the church through 
bungling on the part of a teacher! With 
this thought in mind, Miss Hall has pre- 
pared for teachers of children a book 
that is unusual in that it offers concrete 
examples of pupil records, discussion 
methods, and the right and wrong way 
to go through a Sunday school class ses- 
sion. First, however, the author lists and 
explains class requirements and those 
qualities needed in the teacher. She 
then describes various means for mak- 
ing one’s teaching even more effective 
—home visitation, recognizing growth, 
cultivation of charm, working with par- 
ents, and through-the-week activities. 
Most clearly is revealed the importance 
of lesson planning, punctuality, the use 
of early comers to arrange seats and 
equipment, and the fitting of the lesson 
teaching to the thoughts expressed by 
pupils. Worship is defined as an expe- 
rience of God consciousness while ways 
and means toward this vital experience 
are linked with the Bible, prayer, and 
music. Each of the six full chapters is 
followed by, a list of questions and an- 
other of book titles suggestive of further 
study. 


A Farm for Andy. By Dorothy Reed. 
Mr. Punnymoon’s Train. By Alice Had- 
sell. My Happy Day: A Word Book. 
By Thelma Shaw. Alice in Wonderland. 
By Lewis Carroll, abridged by Marion 
E. Gridley. The Children That Lived in 








is very grim. 


Another writes: 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


very scarce 


the iron curtain, wrote: 
tortures I suffered in the Nazi camps, my heart has been injured. 
I earn monthly only 600 florins, equal to $6.00. Food is hard 
to obtain and prices are exorbitant. 
ill from starvation diet.” 
“We have no greater joy than when we 
receive your glorious food cartons. 
long ago had we not received help from you in America.” 
From Palestine, where there is an appalling food shortage, 
an earnest Hebrew Christian writes: 
It is often impossible to prepare a decent meal, as victuals are 
Though for us Hebrew Christians life is doubly 


~ A GRIM CHRISTMAS FACES HEBREW CHRISTIANS 
IN EUROPE AND PALESTINE 


Life for Hebrew Christians in Europe and in the Holy Land 
One of these Hebrew Christians, living behind 


“Life is very hard here. After the 
My wife and child are 


We would have starved 


“We have three children. 


hard in the Holy Land, yet we have firm faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are so 

thankful for all you are doing to help us in our struggle to be true to Christ.” 
For these needy Hebrew Christians in Europe and in the Holy Land, and espe- 

cially on behalf of orphan children and the aged, we implore Christians to help us 


at this Christmas season. Remember the words of our Lord: 


my brethren.” 


“Unto the least 








$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious food parcel for a needy family 
in Europe or in Israel. 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 








An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
on request. Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 


4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Mlinois 


Dept. T 


Canada 


91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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a Shoe. By Josephine van Dolzen Pease, 
(Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 5; 25 
cents each.) Here are five more titles 
in the Book Elf Series which will de- 
light small boys and girls. Like the 
earlier books in the series, each one is 
illustrated throughout in full color, has 
clear, easy-to-read print, and wide mar- 
gins, and is bound in a bright, attractive 
washable cover. (1) Andy is a little 
boy who has recently moved from a big 
farm to the city and is most unhappy 
at first in this new environment. His 
daddy builds for him a real back-yard 
farm, and, as a result, he makes friends 
with the boys and girls of the neigh- 
borhood, and so became so busy that he 
had no time to feel sad or lonesome any 
more. (2) Mr. Punnymoon is a jolly 
engineer who builds a miniature rail- 
way on which the children may ride 
through the park. Of special interest 
in the book are full-color illustrations 
of railroad signals and a description of 
each in terms easily understood by the 
young child, (3) “My Happy Day” will 
create in the child an interest in words 
and what they mean. On each page is 
a four-line jingle describing the picture, 
and on the opposite page are familiar 
items and a single word which names 
that object. (4) The story of “Alice in 
Wonderland” has long been a favorite 
among children, and here is given in 
simplified form with unusually attrac- 
tive pictures. (5) The familiar Mother 
Goose rhyme is delightfully illustrated, 
and the four-line rhymes tell of the “old 
woman who lived in a shoe,” and of the 
work and play, and pets and games of 
her many children, 


4 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 23 


Christmas Can Be Christian 
(Luke 2:1-20) 

*opics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T FIRST glance, it may seem to 

some of us that there is something 
wrong with the topic we are to con- 
sider this week. Of course Christmas 
can be Christian! Only Christians can 
truly observe Christmas. We cannot 
really honor the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the day that commemorates His birth, if 
we have not accepted Him as our Sav- 
iour, and if we do not love Him and 
serve Him. And yet, if we will look 
about us thoughtfully, we shall see that 
many who profess to belong to Christ 
commemorate His birthday in a strange 
way. 

4 


On the birthday of any of our human 
friends, the one whose birthday it is is 











951 


ease, 


‘itles 
de- 
the 

le is 
has 

nar- 

‘tive 

ittle 

| big 
ippy 
His 
vard 
2nds 
igh- 

t he 

any 
olly 
rail- 
ride 
rest 
ions 

1 of 
the 

will 

ords 

e is 

ure, 

liar 
mes 
> in 
rite 


rac- 
cher 
ted, 
‘old 
the 
; of 


al 
re 


to 
ing 
on- 
nas 
pan 
not 


* 
aV- 
ind 
0k 
hat 
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the center of our thought and attention 
and devotion. We do everything we can 
to please that one on his birthday. Yet, 
does it not seem sometimes as though 
the Lord Jesus is left out of the fes- 
tivities that surround the Christmas sea- 
son? Oh, we sing carols about Him, 
and tell ourselves that we are remem- 
bering His birthday, but all too often our 
thoughts are occupied with what we are 
going to give others, and what they are 
going to give us, and we rush about in 
our preparation for Christmas and for 
the good times we are planning until 
there is very little time left for Him, or 
for doing those things that are dear to 
His heart. 
we 

To be sure, the extreme commercial- 
ism of the Christmas season has not 
been a help in developing a true spirit 
of Christmas. Even our fine Christmas 
carols are, in this age, blasted out by 
raucous loud speakers in shopping areas 
wherever we turn until we almost weary 
of hearing them. Most of the stores and 
shops seem to have entered into a con- 
spiracy to lead the shopping public into 
an orgy of extravagance and ostentation. 
Even the Christmas cards that we send 
all too often lack any true Christmas 
message. The designers, in an effort to 
be different, use almost any theme, some 
with no _ association whatever’ with 
Christmas. One card noticed last year 
showed a crazy lamp post and several 
reeling, drunken men shouting out what 
they called a “Merry Christmas!” 

ye 

As individuals, we can do little about 
this general trend, but we can do much 
about our own observance of the. time 
that is set aside to honor the birthday 
of the Lord Jesus. Perhaps it will help 
us to honor Him in the right way if we 
will think for a few moments about why 
He came to earth on that first Christ- 
mas night. 

In John 10:10, He said, “I am come 
that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” If any 
human person were to offer you a price- 
less gift, and you were to brush it aside, 
or show by your lack of a»vpreciation 
and your neglect of it that you did not 
value it, would it not perplex and dis- 
appoint and hurt the giver? What then 
are you doing with the gift of abundant 
life that the Lord Jesus came to give to 
you? Are you using it for your own 
selfish enjoyment and pleasure? Are 
you treating it lightly and indifferently, 
or are you showing Him by your thank- 
fulness and your use of His gift that 
you value it and love Him for it? 

we 

The Lord Jesus also said, “For the Son 
of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). The great 
longing of His heart is that men may 
come to know Him and be saved from 
sin and death. In what way could you 
honor Him more effectively at this 
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by J. W. Shepard—650 pages - - $5.00 
' Used in many schools as standard text. 
“A great book, an informative book, of a wide range of knowledge and intensive 


Ideal Gifts for 1952 Sunday School Teachers 


Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah 
by A. Edersheim—2 vols. - - $6.50 


“The most important general work on the life of Christ i in our language.” 
— Dr, Wilbur Sd. Smith 


The Christ of the Gospels 


research.” —Religious Herald 


Commentary on the Harmony of the Gospels 


by C. P. Roney — 573 pages - - $4.50 
A Harmony an d¢ ommentary in one! Anyone teaching Sunday school lessons 
about Christ or the Gospels will find this of great practical help in grasping the 
whole story as told by the four Evangelists. 


The Life and Epistles of St. Paul 
by Conybeare & Howson 884 pages - $5.00 


The classic work on Paul and those associated with him in building the New 
Testament church 


The Life and Letters of St. Paul 


by J. W. Shepard - - - $6.00 
A new complete account of Paul's life and travels with a full historical and 
grammatical exegesis of his Epistles 





Order from your WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 


bookseller, or 
255 Jefferson Avenue, S$. E., Grand Rapids 3, N.ichigan 
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th 1,227,514 in 9 months 
© 6 1951~2,000,000 goal 


As cold waters to a thirsty soul 
WwW 0 rl d i Sa is.good news from a fer countty 
» Prov 2525 


URGENT CALLS FOR OUR BOOKLETS COME FROM 40 FOREIGN LANDS 
While the “Reds” are slaughtering U.N. Prisoners of War, Christian 
missionaries in Pusan are giving the GOOD NEWS to “Red” prisoners. 


Dr. Chisholm writes us:—“I cannot overestimate the help that large quantities of 
this booklet would be to us, if we can only get them.” 


We will translate your DOLLARS into the WORDS of ETERNAL LIFE. 





Please send your gifts to: AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
H. A. Fryling, Treas. 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 7, Pa. W. H. Richie, Sec’y 
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PULPIT COWNS 


Choir Gowns—Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


J. M. HALL, Inc., 14 West 40th Street 
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Christmas season than by winning some 

for Him by telling them of Christ’s 

love and provision for their salvation? 
ve 

The Lord Jesus said of Himself that 

He “came not to be ministered unto, 

but to minister, and to give his life a 





New York 18, N. Y. 
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spiritual 
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BRILLIANT COLORS 


The reliable International Sunday School lessons 
prepared Quarterly, 13 lessons to a quarter. No 
mounting. Saves time—unsurpassed in the Sunday 
School field. $2.50 a quarter. 


PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK 


Used with Manual of Visual Teaching, keeps hands 
and minds busy with a variety of projects. 18c a 


OF VISUAL TEACHING 


BIBLE CENTERED 
FLANNELBLOT STOCK 


TRUE TO THE BIBLE SERIES 


After 72 years of constant use, this scriptural, 


exposition of the International Sunday 


School lessons is stil! the favorite in thousands of 


Schools, Quarterlies for Teachers, Adults, 


Seniors, Intermediates, Juniors, Young 


Send for Samples Today — 10¢ 





CHRISTIAN 


1517 NORTH THIR 


PUBLICATIONS 


INC. 





D ST.. HARRISBURG, PA. 











YOURS TO GIVE! 


Do you know the Christ of this wonderful Christmas season? 
HE IS GOD'S GIFT TO YOU, AND THROUGH YOU TO THE WORLD! 
While the bells peal out merrily in the homeland, will you make the Gospel 


bells to ring out across the seas? 


While you exchange gifts, shall the heathen world hear of God's unspeak- 


able gift through you? 


While you fellowship with the family, and feast on good things prepared, 
remember those “‘out in the desert, dark and drear." 


THE GIFT OF GOD IS NOW YOURS 





Have you remembered the 


TO GIVE THOSE WHO KNOW NOT 
THE CHRIST OF CHRISTMAS. 


THIS IS YOURS TO GIVE, THEIRS TO 


RECEIVE! 


YOU CAN GIVE THIS GIFT BY GOING 


AND PREACHING. 


YOU CAN GIVE THIS GIFT BY SUP- 


PORTING THOSE WHO GO. 


YOU CAN GIVE THIS GIFT BY PRAYER. 
THIS CHRISTMAS, THE GIFT IS 


YOURS TO GIVE, THEIRS TO 
RECEIVE! 


Lord’s work this year? 





SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


405 Huron Street, Toronto 5, Ontario 





164 West 74th Street, New York 23, N.Y. 
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ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). It is 
a very pleasant thing to receive gifts 
at the Christmas season, but it is in- 
finitely better to give them, following 
our Lord’s own example. We, of course, 
wish to give gifts to those we love at 
the Christmas season, but let us include 
also those who have no friends or loved 
ones to remember them. We may not 
have the means to give gifts in the abun. 
dance or the value that we would like 
to give, but each of us has something 
that we can give to another in Christ’s 
name and for His sake. It may be a 
gift of time, visiting those who are sick 
or lonely, or writing letters to some 
who are away from home and friends, 
It may be the gift of some loving deed, 
such as helping a busy mother with her 
children so that she may attend the 
Christmas service. Some Sunday school 
teachers have found real blessing in 
turning the thoughts of their 
away from bringing presents to “teacher” 
to preparing a Christmas basket for a 
needy family in the neighborhood, and 
carrying it to them with the message 
of Christ. 

Jchn 3:16 reminds us that “God so 
loved that he gave _.. .” We in 
turn can show our love to Him and to 
the Lord Jesus by giving at this Christ- 
mas season, not expensive gifts to im- 
others, but gifts of love and 
devotion to others in His name and for 
His sake. and we can give praise and 
worship and thanksgiving and obedience 
to the Giver of all good gifts. Thus, 
Christmas can be Christian in your home 
and your life, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 17 to 23 
Mon.—Luke 1:26-38. The Annunciation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The angel Ga- 
briel was sent from God unto a city 
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin 
espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David; and the 
virgin’s name was Mary.” The Bible 
opens with an announcement of the 
promise of the seed of the woman who 
would bruise the serpent’s head. Luke 
begins with the annunciation of this 
advent to Mary chosen to be the virgin 
mother of the Saviour. In due time the 
Saviour was born as God had said. Let 
all rejoice and be glad for the Redeemer 
has come. And “great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh.” Hail, Immanuel! Pray for North- 
west Mountain Mission, Inc., Box 421, 
Boise, Idaho. 
Tues.—Luke 1:46-55. Mary’s Song. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
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Lesson for December 23 
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rejoiced in God my Saviour.” Mary's 
song of thanksgiving has in it a deep 
sense of the greatness, glory, goodness 
of God, and also of His loving-kindness 
to oncoming generations. Her song is 
well called the Magnificat. But great 
as was Mary’s joy in God, it was only a 
taste of that which is to be eternal, not 
only for her, but for the ransomed hosts 
with God their Saviour in His everlast- 
ing habitation. Pray for Bolivian Indian 
Mission, 508 Central Ave., Plainfield, 
N. J. 


Wed.—Luke 1:67-79. 
Prophecy of Zacharias. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Zacharias was 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophe- 
sied, saying, Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people.” When Zacharias saw the 
fulfillment of one prophecy he imme- 
diately blessed God for all divine dec- 
larations concerning Christ and about 
his son born to be Christ’s forerunner. 
Faith is joyful and obedient. All who 
have like precious faith with Zacharias 
will bless God and proclaim His faith- 
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fulness. Pray for Mexican Indian Mis- 
sion, 325 N, 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 


Thurs.—Luke 2:8-14, 
Shepherds and Angels. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “There were in 
the same country [as Bethlehem] shep- 
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them.” These humble shepherds were 
the first to tell of the Saviour’s birth. 
“How beautiful upon the mountains are 
the feet” of them that published the 
good tidings of Christ’s advent for our 
salvation. May the news be as joyfully 
spread abroad in our times. “Let us tell 
to all around what a dear Saviour we 
have found.” Pray for the Orinoco 
River Mission, 30 N. Raymond Ave., 
Pasadena 1, Calif. 


Fri—Luke 2:15-20. 
Visit of the Shepherds. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.” 
The shepherds believed God’s word and 
acted upon it. Their hearts leaped with 
joy, and their feet were swift to go as 
directed. Have you a message from the 
Lord? then pass it on to others in haste 
with gladness. The “glad tidings” you 
have received is for “all people.” Pray 
for South America Indian Mission, Inc., 
1404 Forsythe Rd., West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Sat.—Luke 2:22-32. 
Presentation in Temple. 
PRAYER SuccEsTIONs: “They brought him 
[Jesus] to Jerusalem, to present him to 
the Lord.” The official visit of Christ 
to His Temple was without show and 
ostentation. Only godly souls greeted 
Him on that occasion. Simeon and Anna 
were divinely chosen to give Him a 
weleome to the nation and the world. 
Thus the maker of all worlds, the incar- 
nate God, was given grateful greetings 
in words that will live forever because 
they were inspired by the Holy Ghost. 
Hail Him as Saviour and Lord! Pray 
for Central America Mission, 3611 Con- 
gress Ave., Dallas 4. 


Sun.—Isaiah 9:2-7. Light and Joy. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.” The whole world was lost in the 
darkness of sin, and gross darkness was 
upon the whole nation of Israel when 
Christ, the “Light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world,” ap- 
peared incarnate among them. The joy 
of them that knew Him was unspeakable 
and full of glory. They knew His name: 
“Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” Pray that the Lord will send 
forth His light and truth in this time 
when men have made void His Law. 
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The Superintendent’s Guide 


The 36th edition—a handy pocket- 
size volume for an all-the-year- 
round aid and assistant. Special 
helps for each Sunday, suggestions 
for special days, and extra features. 
Semi-flexible binding, 92 pages, 
2% x 5% inches. 50 cents. Write 
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PALESTINE: God’s Monument of Prophecy 
By Dr. L. Sale-Harrison 


Its geography and customs of the people of the Near Fast are 
invaluable in the light of the new Israeli government. It tells 
in an engaging manner of the archaeological discoveries in the 
Holy Land bearing out the fulfillment of many prophecies in 
the Old Testament. A fascinating illumination of many ob- 
scure Bible passages and the description of Petra—the City of 
the Desert. Illustrated with 35 pictures. Used as a guide-book 
to Palestine. 


$3.00—cheaper quantity price. 
Order from author: 
707 N. 188th Street Seattle 33, Washington 
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Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and 
intricacy of detail. 

Imported, antique glass and ex- 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of our brochure, “Stained Glass."* 

We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed Books of Remembrance. 
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16 ASHBURTON PLACE BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS 
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SIX OUT OF SIXTY-SIX! 


MNSTERING in sixty-six nations through the effective channel of the Holy 

Scriptures and Christ-centered Bible study courses and meditations, the 
loyal supporters of the Bible Meditation League are winning a harvest of precious 
souls. From six of these sixty-six nations, “on-the-field” reports are given hereon. 


HONG KONG: This photo shows a few of the 
< e thousands who have received 

copies of the Gospel material 
in Hong Kong. Christian worker, Harold Chei, writes: ‘“Thank 
you for the three packages received a week ago. We are 
using the material in evangelistic meetings. We need more 
for these unbelievers. Please send more.’’ 


, he Hindus of India are asking in great num- 
INDIA: bers for Bible study material. Scores of letters 
come from them each week. ‘ The head of a 

school of 350 boys offers to set up Bible classes for all the 
= students if the Bible Meditation League will provide Bibles 

and study courses. The cost for this school will run approximately $450.00. A Warren, Pa., lady financed a 
similar appeal in 1950, and as a direct result five students are now training for full-time Gospel work. In 
another school of 750 pupils, eleven Christian lads have appealed to the League for printed Gospel material 
to give to some 675 Hindu students, many of whom have inquired about Christianity. What an opportunity! 


GERMANY: These little lads are from one of > 
s the more than one hundred 

, orphanages in Berlin to whom the 
League’s fine worker, Mrs. Phoebe Elliott, is ministering. It 
was a lad in one of these orphanages who said a few weeks ago: 
‘*You gave us clothes, and we thank you very much. You 
gave us candy and presents, and we thank you. You sent us 
Mrs. Elliott, and she told us about Jesus, and now I have Him 
in my heart, for which I thank you most of all.’’ Mrs. Elliott 
and American soldiers in Germany are pleading for thousands 
of Scriptures and special material for these little ones. 


A Youth for Christ leader on Formosa reports on using 25,000 copies of B.M.L. ma- 

w terial in a unique way. Announcement of a mass meeting campaign in the city was 

stamped on each copy. Then low flying airplanes dropped them over the city, and 

people flocked from their homes to pick up the copies and read them. The Youth for Christ leader writes 


to tell of the harvesting of 2,192 souls in four weeks’ time as a direct result. Some $3,750 worth more of 
material has been requested. 


One group of 25 missionaries in Japan asks for one million copies of the famed ‘‘I Was a 
gary of Japan’’ story, published by the B.M.L. The cost will be approximately 


000.00. Missionaries and chaplains say more souls have been won through this story than 
through any Pn single channel in the past decade. 








, Missionaries who have returned to South Korea are asking for tens of thousands of copies of 
Bible study material in the Korean language. 


YOU can share in this ministry in these six and sixty nations with areal Christ’s 
Birthday Gift, using the coupon hereon. And whether you give or not, you may 
have, absolutely free, the beautiful Christian Steward’s Diary for 1952. 


Bible Meditation League, Inc., Box 1957, Columbus, Ohio 
Please send me the free Steward’s Diary for 1952. _ I'd like to be a blessing to those in the foreign lands, and I enclose 


herewith my “Christ’s Birthday Gift” in the amount of $_.......--..----.----__. 
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